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RIPLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL 
OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ripley  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1958. 

As  with  previous  reports,  comments  on  various  matters 
are  included  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

The  impact  of  television  dealing  with  health  topics,  the 
excellent  co-operation  of  the  Press  in  developing  these 
topics  and  the  use  by  advertisers  of  matters  involving, 
directly  or  indirectly,  the  health  of  the  individual  are  all 
leading  to  the  most  rapid  education  of  the  people. 

It  is  necessary  that  this  be  fully  realised.  Progress  in 
Public  Health  matters  requires  team  work.  Out  of  all  the 
information  available  and  taking  into  account  local  condi¬ 
tions,  it  is  necessary,  with  this  team  work,  to  plan  and  carry 
out  all  practical  means  of  improving  the  environment  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  district. 

With  thoughtful  members  on  the  Council  and  careful 
consideration  of  reports  made  by  the  officers,  satisfactory 
policy  appears.  This  is  evident  in  the  progress  made  in 
dealing  with  substandard  houses.  The  work  by  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  in  preparing  his  most  careful 
reports  has  had  a  great  part  to  play  in  this  progress. 

Bungalows  for  older  people  and  for  those  with  disabili¬ 
ties  are  receiving  much  consideration.  There  should  be  little 
doubt  about  the  need  for  such  accommodation.  The  main 
benefits  are  first  to  the  older  people  themselves  and 
secondly  that  they  release  family  houses  for  other  people. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  members  of  the  Council  were 
giving  thought  to  the  problems  of  drainage  and  sewage  dis¬ 
posal  of  the  area.  It  is  expected  that  the  next  Annual  Report 
will  see  progress  in  this  direction. 

I  must  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their  very 
interested  support  during  the  year.  I  am  very  pleased  with 
the  way  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  has  presented 
his  part  of  the  report  and  for  the  useful  comments  he  has 
included. 

My  thanks  go  to  the  staff  of  my  office  for  their  care  and 
help  in  preparing  your  monthly  reports  and  this  Annual 
Report. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  WEYMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS 


The  statistics  which  appear  in  this  report  have  been 
compiled  from  information  received  from  a  number  of 
sources  throughout  the  year. 

The  Registrar  of  Birth  and  Deaths  for  Ripley  supplies 
a  weekly  return  giving  details  of  births  and  deaths  occurring 
in  the  area. 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  are  sent  in  by  Medical 
Practitioners  and  in  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  sometimes  by 
the  Chest  Physicians  and  Hospital  Medical  Officers. 

The  notification  of  suspected  cases  is  most  important. 
For  instance  in  poliomyelitis,  food  poisoning  and  dysentery. 
Telephone  communications  are  much  appreciated  and  can 
save  a  great  deal  of  time. 

Additional  information  about  infectious  disease  and  un¬ 
diagnosed  illnesses  comes  from  hospitals,  school  teachers, 
parents,  health  visitors  and  casual  conversations. 

At  weekly  and  quarterly  intervals,  details  regarding 
infectious  disease,  births  and  deaths,  are  received  from  the 
Registrar  General.  This  enables  a  watch  to  be  kept  on  any 
unusually  prevalent  disease  in  the  County,  or  surrounding 
districts  or  towns. 

POPULATION 

The  population  at  30th  June,  1958,  was  estimated  by 
the  Registrar  General  to  be  17,980,  a  fall  of  50  from  last  year. 

The  figures  for  the  last  10  years  are  set  out  in  Table  4 
and  show  that  the  population  is  now  down  to  the  1948  level. 
The  table  shows  some  variation  around  the  18,000  level. 

BIRTHS 

264  live  births  were  registered  giving  a  rate  per 
thousand  of  the  population  of  14.68.  This  is  1.4  per  thousand 
lower  than  the  England  and  Wales  rate.  (See  Summary  of 
Statistics). 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

8  infant  deaths  were  recorded  giving  a  death  rate  per 
thousand  live  births  of  30.30.  This  is  higher  than  the 
national  average.  (See  Summary  of  Statistics). 

In  half  of  the  cases  prematurity  was  a  factor  in  the 
cause  of  death. 

These  deaths  all  occurred  under  the  age  of  four  weeks 
and  therefore  all  fall  in  the  neonatal  category.  They  give 
the  high  neonatal  mortality  rate  of  30.30  which  is  almost 
double  the  England  and  Wales  figure. 


STILLBIRTHS 


The  number  of  stillbirths  has  again  risen  to  8  following 
the  relatively  low  number  last  year.  (See  Table  2). 

The  death  rate  per  thousand  births  (live  and  still)  is 
29.41.  This  is  higher  than  the  national  rate  (see  Summary 
of  Statistics)  and  is  high  for  Ripley  when  compared  with 
figures  of  the  previous  years.  (Table  2). 


DEATHS 


165  deaths  were  registered  in  1958.  This  represents  a 
crude  death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  9.18. 

In  order  to  be  of  value  for  comparative  purposes  the 
comparability  factor  of  1.14  must  be  applied.  This  then 
gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  10.47  which  is  a  little  lower  than 
the  England  and  Wales  figure.  (See  Summary  of  Statistics). 

Death  rates  since  1948  are  set  out  in  Table  4  and  show 
-  a  decrease  of  1.85  per  thousand  from  last  year’s  figure. 


Deaths  from  Individual  Diseases 

The  165  deaths  are  set  out  in  Table  5  broken  down  into 
individual  causes  and  according  to  sex. 


Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System 

86  deaths  occurred  in  this  group,  44  males  and  42 
females.  Numbers  17-21  inclusive  in  Table  5  make  up  this 
section  which  was  responsible  for  just  over  50%  of  the  total 
deaths  recorded. 

19  deaths  were  due  to  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system,  34  to  coronary  disease  and  25  to  other  diseases  of 
the  heart.  8  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 
complete  this  group. 
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Coronary  Disease 

Concern  continues  to  be  felt  about  the  number  of  deaths 
from  coronary  disease.  Many  investigations  have  been 
carried  out  in  different  parts  of  the  world  and  many  more 
are  still  in  progress. 

Many  factors  have  been  studied,  physical  activity, 
alcoholism,  obesity,  smoking  and  over  indulgence  in  many 
activities.  No  satisfactory  solution  to  this  disease  has  yet 
been  found. 

The  only  advice  which  can  be  given  to  the  public  at 
present  in  their  wish  to  avoid  this  disease  is  moderation  in 
all  things.  Consumption  of  over-rich  food,  too  much  alcohol 
and  heavy  smoking  are  all  bad  in  any  case  and  an  individual 
discipline  of  moderation  should  be  followed. 

It  is  important  for  the  sedentary  worker — the  chair- 
bound  office  type  —  to  take  a  certain  amount  of  exercise 
every  day.  The  emphasis  is  on  exercise  and  every  day.  A 
sudden  burst  of  activity  at  weekends  does  not  replace  a  good 
daily  regime. 

One  of  the  worst  features  of  our  modern  life  is  the 
organisation  of  work  into  groups  of  almost  completely 
sedentary  occupations  and  manual  occupations.  More 
thought  should  be  given  to  organising  jobs  so  that  the  chair- 
bound  have  to  take  a  certain  amount  of  physical  activity 
during  their  day’s  work.  The  employer  would  have  more  fit 
and  active  employees. 

Work  must  also  be  organised  so  that  constant  mental 
strain  can  be  relieved  at  intervals  or  reduced  to  a  reasonable 
level.  Quite  often  the  strain  builds  up  because  the  con¬ 
scientious  individual  is  not  able  to  relax.  It  is  most  important 
that  such  individuals  should  not  be  overloaded  and  should 
have  reasonable  breaks  in  the  year’s  work. 


Cancer  Group 

25  deaths  from  all  forms  of  cancer  were  recorded  in  1958. 

Death  rates  per  thousand  of  the  population,  as  last 
year,  remain  lower  than  the  England  and  Wales  figures. 
(See  Summary  of  Statistics). 
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Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 

The  10  deaths  from  pneumonia  and  7  from  bronchitis 
show  a  sharp  increase  on  last  year’s  numbers  (3  and  1). 

In  the  case  of  pneumonia  6  persons  were  over  the  age 
of  65,  2  of  the  remainder  being  very  young  babies. 

All  but  one  of  the  deaths  from  bronchitis  occurred  in 
persons  over  the  age  of  60,  the  remaining  case  being  a 
woman  of  48. 

The  7  deaths  from  bronchitis  do  not  give  a  true  picture 
of  this  troublesome  disease.  It  is  a  frequent  cause  of  illness 
and  causes  much  absence  from  work.  It  has  become  known 
as  the  “  English  Disease  ”  on  account  of  its  high  incidence  in 
this  country.  It  is  commoner  in  urban  areas.  Factors  which 
affect  general  health  and  wellbeing  are  most  important. 
Good  dry  houses  with  adequate  accommodation  and  air 
space  are  essential.  Clean  air  is  another  most  important 
factor.  The  constituents  of  smoke  deposited  on  buildings 
and  materials  cause  increased  wear  and  deterioration.  Sun¬ 
light  is  occluded  and  that  familiar  dismal  grey  outlook 
which  persists  day  after  day  in  England  except  at  some 
seaside  resorts  is  the  result.  All  this  results  in  poorer  health 
and  increased  liability  to  disease. 


CLEAN  AIR 

Much  attention  has  been  paid  to  Clean  Food  and  Pure 
Water  but  not  enough  attention  to  the  air  we  breathe.  This 
amounts  to  15,000  quarts  of  air  per  day  per  person;  10  times 
as  much  by  weight  as  our  intake  of  food  and  water  combined. 

This  is  a  great  and  complex  problem. 

The  major  aspect  at  present  is  the  operation  of  the 
Clean  Air  Act  dealing  with  industrial  and  domestic  smoke. 

Other  aspects  of  atmospheric  pollution  neglected  are 
tobacco  smoking  and  bacterial  pollution  of  air  in  confined 
spaces  in  vehicles  and  premises.  Intimately  linked  is 
adequate  ventilation  of  meeting  places  of  all  types. 

Lastly  and  not  least  is  the  subject  of  motor  vehicle 
fumes  in  our  streets. 
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Smoke 


The  Chief  Health  Inspector  has  been  active  on  this 
matter.  Much  information  has  been  obtained.  Measurement 
of  pollution  by  means  of  deposit  gauges  has  commenced  so 
that  a  proper  basis  for  action  can  be  laid.  Further  measure¬ 
ments  and  apparatus  are  required  and  more  equipment  may 
be  obtained  next  year,  subject  to  the  annual  estimates. 

Basically  this  was  a  coal  mining  area.  The  pits  are 
closed  but  miners  still  travel  to  work  from  the  area.  The 
problem  of  miners  concessionary  coal  needs  very  careful 
consideration. 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  is  doing  much  work 
with  local  industry  with  a  view  to  the  prevention  of  all 
industrial  smoke  by  1963,  as  laid  down  in  the  Clean  Air  Act. 
With  domestic  pollution  the  way  is  more  difficult.  The 
installation  of  modern  appliances  more  efficient  and  capable 
of  burning  smokeless  fuel  continues  all  the  time. 

The  knowledge  of  great  stocks  of  smokeless  fuel,  sold 
at  high  prices,  does  not  encourage  experiment  which  is  a 
necessary  prelude  to  a  smokeless  area. 

The  production  of  better,  standard  quality,  reasonably 
priced,  smokeless  fuel  is  necessary.  Experiment  in  this 
direction  appears  to  be  rather  late  in  a  country  with  surplus 
coal  stocks. 

On  the  whole  progress  is  being  made,  rather  slowly,  but 
with  a  sound  foundation. 

Cigarette  smoking  is  a  problem.  Its  statistical  relation 
with  lung  cancer  makes  its  necessary  to  keep  the  habit 
within  complete  control.  Where  it  has  not  been  stopped, 
ventilation  to  keep  the  atmosphere  clear  for  those  who  do 
not  smoke  is  necessary.  Most  places  of  meeting  and  transport 
vehicles  are  badly  and  ineffectively  ventilated,  or  ventilation 
is  badly  regulated.  More  action  by  members  of  the  public  in 
this  matter  should  produce  results. 

Pollution  of  narrow  and  busy  streets  by  motor  vehicle 
fumes  makes  one  glad  to  hear  of  the  progress  on  motorways 
and  by-passes  so  that  the  smoking  monsters  can  be  kept 
from  our  narrow  and  otherwise  friendly  streets.  More  action 
on  this  matter  is  needed,  and  the  matter  should  be  closely 
examined  —  the  whole  aspect  of  exhaust  fumes  should  be 
considered.  No  doubt  the  visionary  can  see  the  end  of 
petrol  and  oil  engines  with  the  advent  of  portable  nuclear 
reactors,  development  of  electricity  storage  systems  and 
other  devices,  but  this  will  take  a  long  time. 
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The  problems  are,  then,  to  obtain  more  basic  data  on  all 
forms  of  pollution  and  then  act  on  it. 

This  means  proper  instrumentation  and  more  time  spent 
on  it. 

Provided  progress  is  not  spoilt  by  impatience  or  by  not 
seizing  opportunities  when  they  arise,  there  should  be  good 
progress  in  this  field. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

1  man,  aged  59,  died  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis. 
This  gives  death  rates  per  thousand  of  the  population 
from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  lower  than  the  national  rates. 
(See  Summary  of  Statistics). 


ACCIDENTS 

5  persons,  1  man  and  4  women,  died  as  a  result  of 
accidents. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  were  responsible  for  2  of  these 
deaths. 

The  remaining  3  all  occurred  in  or  around  the  home  and 
involved  women,  2  of  83  and  1  of  47  years  of  age. 

The  causes  of  death  were  burns,  a  fall  and  electrocution. 

These  cases  illustrate  the  possibilities  of  accidents  with 
disastrous  results  which  can  occur  in  the  home. 


HOME  SAFETY 

This  subject  has  been  reported  on  on  a  number  of 
occasions.  There  is  a  realisation  of  the  situation  and  action 
has  been  taken  by  exhibition  of  posters  and  discussions. 
Beside  the  dramatic  public  scene  and  tragedy  of  traffic 
accidents,  home  safety  seems  rather  a  dull  matter.  Once  a 
few  enthusiastic  workers  are  gathered  together  progress  is 
made. 

More  active  work  might  be  stimulated  on  home  safety 
if  more  information  were  available. 

Road  accident  statistics  are  easy  to  obtain  because  all 
accidents  must  be  reported. 


Home  accidents  are  not  reported.  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  H.M.  (58)  12  and  Circular  6/58  drawing  attention 
to  accidents  in  the  home  and  asking  for  co-operation  between 
hospitals  and  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  producing 
records  of  accidents  has  apparently  resulted  in  little  or  no 
action.  Statistics  and  details  of  accidents  are  a  basis  for 
action  to  prevent  further  accidents. 

It  is  a  pity  that  recent  legislation  making  available 
Improvement  Grants  did  not  make  some  specific  reference 
and  requirement  to  safety  in  the  home. 

The  most  active  persons  in  Home  Safety  are  the  County 
Council  Health  Visitors  and  the  Derbyshire  Fire  Service. 

Their  work  is  much  appreciated. 

It  is  hoped  that  Officers  in  other  departments  will  keep 
a  special  eye  open  for  situations  which  might  cause  acci¬ 
dents.  It  is  sometimes  possible  by  action  or  suitable 
comment  to  rectify  some  of  these  dangerous  situations. 


FIRST  AID 

The  attention  of  the  Council  was  drawn  to  the 
importance  of  trained  first-aid  workers  and  first-aid  equip¬ 
ment.  Staff  will  be  encouraged  to  obtain  the  necessary 
training. 

It  is  important  to  remember  that  new  employees  need 
to  be  informed  of  arrangements  and  the  older  employees 
reminded  at  regular  intervals. 

The  prevention  of  serious  illness  by  the  timely  use  of 
simple  first-aid  treatment  is  well  known.  Often  the  cleaning 
of  a  cut  or  scratch  and  application  of  a  ready  made  dressing 
will  prevent  much  discomfort  at  work  and  avoid  a  period 
of  illness.  Simple  equipment  should  be  available  to  all 
whether  they  work  in  offices  or  elsewhere. 


SUICIDE 

2  men  and  1  woman  committed  suicide  by  coal  gas 
poisoning.  The  ages  of  the  persons  were  31,  51  and  58. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

775  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  in  1958. 

As  was  suggested  in  last  year’s  report  the  Measles  out¬ 
break  which  occurred  in  surrounding  districts  in  1957  did 
not  materialise  in  Ripley  until  the  spring  and  summer  of 
1958. 

This  outbreak  accounted  for  just  over  two-thirds  of  the 
total  notifications  received. 

Apart  from  Measles,  notifications  for  Whooping  Cough 
and  Pneumonia  also  reached  “record”  levels. 

The  incidence  of  all  diseases  was  as  follows: — Measles 
530,  Whooping  Cough  119,  Pneumonia  94,  Scarlet  Fever  16, 
Tuberculosis  10,  Erysipelas  5  and  Poliomyelitis  1. 

Details  of  sex  and  age  distribution,  seasonal  incidence, 
etc.,  are  set  out  in  Tables  6,  7,  8,  9  and  10. 


Measles 

The  530  cases  notified  represent  an  incidence  which  is 
one  of  the  highest  for  a  considerable  number  of  years. 

Well  over  half  occurred  in  children  in  the  first  five 
years  at  school  with  the  majority  of  the  remainder  being 
notified  in  the  2-4  age  group. 

The  disease  was  at  its  height  in  the  earlier  part  of  July. 
Almost  half  the  total  notifications  were  received  during  the 
month.  Over  200  of  the  remaining  notifications  were 
received  in  June  and  August. 


Whooping  Cough 

This  disease  was  also  responsible  for  a  high  number  of 
notifications. 

The  total  of  119  is  greater  than  any  over  the  last  10 
years  as  set  out  in  Table  10. 

The  age  grouping  of  the  cases  is  similar  to  the  Measles 
pattern  with  the  majority  of  notifications  being  in  respect 
of  children  of  early  school  age  followed  up  by  the  2-4  age 
group. 

All  cases  occurred  in  the  normal  age  groups  with  the 
exception  of  one  in  a  woman  of  40. 
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The  disease  occurred  over  9  months  of  the  year  with 
most  cases  being  notified  in  October,  November  and 
December. 

Whooping  Cough  is  a  troublesome  and  serious  disease 
in  young  children  and  babies.  It  is  not  always  realised  that 
some  protection  against  this  disease  can  be  given  by 
vaccination  procedure.  Whilst  it  may  not  prevent  the 
disease  it  does  greatly  reduce  the  possibility  of  severe 
paroxysms  of  coughing  which  cause  lung  damage  and  long 
periods  of  low  health  with  increased  susceptibility  to 
respiratory  disease.  Advice  should  be  sought  from  the  family 
doctor. 


Pneumonia 

94  cases  were  notified. 

On  checking  through  all  available  infectious  disease 
records  for  Ripley,  this  total  appears  to  be  the  highest 
number  reported  in  any  one  year. 

Table  9  shows  that  the  months  of  highest  incidence 
were  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  This  was  immediately 
following  the  outbreak  of  Asian  Influenza  which  was 
reported  on  last  year  and  could  account  for  the  rather  large 
numbers. 

The  disease  affected  all  age  groups  with  the  usual 
preponderance  of  over  60’s. 


Scarlet  Fever 

Notifications  have  again  fallen  to  a  reasonable  level. 
The  16  cases  notified  represent  a  fall  of  60  from  the  high 
incidence  reported  last  year. 

Three-quarters  of  the  cases  in  1958  occurred  in  children 
in  the  5-9  age  group. 

The  disease  was  very  widely  spread  over  the  year,  the 
16  cases  being  notified  over  a  period  of  ten  months. 


Tuberculosis 

10  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  reported  in  1958. 

3  of  these  were  of  a  non  respiratory  type  and  occurred 
in  women  of  72  and  25  and  a  girl  of  2. 
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5  of  the  7  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  occurred  in 
persons  of  working  age.  The  occupations  were  widely  varied. 

The  remaining  cases  occurred  in  a  woman  of  66  and  a 
schoolgirl. 

Tables  6  and  7  set  out  details  for  comparative  purposes 
and  show  that  the  1958  totals  are  fairly  consistent  with  the 
general  incidence  in  Ripley  over  the  iast  10  years. 


Poliomyelitis 

The  single  case  which  was  notified  in  June  occurred  in 
a  boy  of  17.  It  was  finally  confirmed  non-paralytic  by  the 
hospital. 

In  accordance  with  County  Council  instructions,  close 
contacts  of  school  age  were  excluded  for  a  period  of  three 
weeks. 

The  disease  remains  a  great  worry  to  those  living  near 
or  in  contact  with  a  case. 

Vaccination  affords  protection  and  is  now  available  for 
all  persons  born  on  or  after  1st  January,  1933. 

Vaccination  is  carried  out  by  the  family  doctors  or 
County  Council  Medical  Staff. 


Diarrhoea 

Although  diarrhoea  is  not  officially  notifiable  it  is  known 
that  many  cases  do  occur  amongst  the  population.  Most  are 
not  reported  and  the  person  clears  up  without  any  trouble 
apart  from  discomfort.  Organisms  causing  the  diarrhoea 
may  be  dangerous  and  deadly  to  some  people,  particularly 
young  babies. 

The  first  point  to  remember  is  that  cases  not  reported 
cannot  be  investigated.  Cases  reported  late  are  also  of  little 
use. 


The  second  point  is  that  personal  cleanliness,  washing 
hands  after  using  lavatory  and  before  meals,  is  the  main 
barrier  to  the  spread  of  such  disease.  It  takes  only  one  care¬ 
less  person  to  start  an  outbreak. 

Provision  of  washing  facilities  and  their  maintenance  is 
sometimes  poor  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  travelling 
public. 
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Having  trained  people  that  they  must  wash  their  hands 
it  is  a  crime  to  confront  them  with  a  cold  water  tap,  a  dirty 
basin,  no  towel  or  soap. 

Are  all  lavatories  used  by  the  public,  adults  and  child¬ 
ren  cleaned  and  swabbed  down  with  disinfectant  at  regular 
intervals?  Are  the  seats,  door  knobs,  chain  handles  done 
properly?  How  many  housewives  do  these  jobs  regularly 
at  home?  Are  cleaners  and  attendants  instructed  in  the 
basic  facts  of  disease  prevention? 

Let  us  all  make  an  effort  to  see  that  we  do  all  we  should 
and  live  up  to  at  least  a  minimum  health  standard. 


Food  Poisoning 

During  the  year  reference  was  made  to  circular  5/58 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  subject  of  food 
poisoning. 

After  consideration  of  the  18,500  cases  reported  in 
England  and  Wales  in  1956,  the  following  conclusions  were 
highlighted  and  are  again  emphasised  to  all  concerned  in 
handling  food. 

1.  Adequate  supervision  is  an  essential  in  all  stages  of 
food  handling,  from  place  of  production  to  consumer. 

2.  Attention  to  personal  hygiene  is  a  big  factor  in 
preventing  contamination  of  foodstuffs  (e.g.,  washing  of 
hands,  disinfection  of  toilets). 

3.  Facilities  must  be  provided  and  personnel  instructed. 

4.  Scrupulous  care  in  handling  food  at  all  stages  is 
required,  including  staffs  in  shops  and  kitchens. 

5.  Training  of  food  handlers  (including  all  people  who 
work  in  food  shops  and  kitchens)  so  that  they  know  and 
understand  the  dangers. 

Not  enough  use  is  made  of  bacteriological  examinations 
in  safeguarding  the  consumer. 

It  should  be  common  practice  to  take  swabs  on  food 
premises.  This  would  give  a  check  on  the  standard  of 
hygiene  of  food  handlers  and  on  the  care  of  foodstuffs. 
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The  normal  surface  contamination  of  meat  sold  to  the 
housewife  is  not  known.  Organisms  can  be  transferred  from 
one  foodstuff  to  another  by  handling.  If  dangerous  organisms 
were  present  there  could  be  danger  to  the  housewife  and 
family. 

The  real  job  is  to  prevent  and  not  to  await  complaint  or 
illness. 


DOgS 

This  problem  rears  its  head  at  intervals.  Most  of  us 
like  dogs  and  admire  them  but  their  habits  make  them 
animals  many  of  us  would  rather  someone  else  kept. 

There  is  no  doubt  however  that  if  both  owner  and  dog 
are  properly  trained  there  is  no  problem  at  all.  But  it  does 
need  some  effort.  A  certificate  of  training  of  owner  and  dog 
to  be  produced  at  the  annual  time  of  licence  renewal  might 
be  a  way  of  tackling  this  problem. 

As  an  instance  of  the  result  of  training  one  dog  is  seen 
regularly  to  use  a  pedestrian  crossing  and  gives  no  trouble 
to  anyone.  “Blind”  dogs  and  police  dogs  are  instances  of  the 
value  of  training. 

Like  human  beings,  dogs  can  carry  and  pass  on  disease. 
This  may  be  acquired  from  humans  or  other  dogs.  Proper 
care  and  the  assistance  of  a  veterinary  surgeon,  if  needed, 
are  necessary  parts  of  dog  care. 


PREVENTION  OF  DISEASE 
VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Poliomyelitis 

All  details  of  the  vaccination  scheme  are  arranged  and 
carried  out  by  the  County  Council  Staff  and  family  doctors. 

Persons  of  up  to  25  years  of  age  should  come  forward  to 
be  vaccinated.  It  must  be  done  in  advance.  Be  prepared. 

Panic  vaccination  when  cases  occur  will  not  protect 
against  immediate  infection. 


Tuberculosis 

The  B.C.G.  Vaccination  scheme  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council  Staff  continues. 


Whooping  Cough 

Once  again  it  is  emphasised  that  it  is  well  worth  while 
having  young  children  and  babies  vaccinated  against 
whooping  cough.  Prevention  of  serious  illness  or  disability 
is  relatively  easy. 

As  with  poliomyelitis,  a  minor  procedure  such  as  a 
short  series  of  injections  can  prevent  major  disability. 


Holidays  Abroad 

Voluntary  protection  against  some  diseases  is  possible. 
Most  people  fulfil  the  requirement  of  the  Health  Authority 
and  nothing  else. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  are  not  unusual  in 
some  foreign  countries.  H.M.  Forces  are  protected  against 
these  diseases  most  successfully  by  immunisation. 

Holidaymakers  have  returned  home  with  paratyphoid 
fever  and  some  have  had  to  have  treatment  abroad. 

Might  it  not  be  wise  for  families  to  take  reasonable 
precaution  where  it  is  possible? 
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HOUSING 


There  are  two  main  types  of  house  which  the  Council 
may  provide  or  help  others  to  provide.  These  are  family 
houses  and  bungalows. 

Family  Houses.  —  The  following  observations  are 
relevant  and  should  be  borne  in  mind: — 

1.  There  are  services  available  which  can  only  be 
utilised  to  the  full  when  satisfactory  conditions  are  available. 

More  people  have  their  illnesses  at  home  and  remain 
under  their  family  doctors. 

Health  Visitors,  Home  Helps  and  District  Nurses  work 
in  the  home. 

All  these  people  require  as  a  basis  for  their  work  good 
environmental  conditions.  Sanitation  and  housing  should 
be  good.  Damp  insanitary  houses  can  lead  to  perpetuation 
of  medical  conditions  which  these  people  are  trying  to  advise 
the  family  how  to  deal  with. 

No  family  is  able  to  develop  a  proper  standard  of  living 
in  a  cramped  insanitary  dwelling. 

2.  It  should  be  firmly  understood  that  the  home  is  the 
workplace  of  the  women  who  have  to  train,  feed  and  bring 
up  children  and  care  for  the  older  ones. 

Nowadays  much  technical  equipment  is  used,  not 
envisaged  in  other  days. 

Space  is  required  for  washing  machines,  drying  cup¬ 
boards  and  refrigerators  as  minimum  equipment. 

3.  The  mental  outlook  of  the  family  is  also  bound  up 
with  the  accommodation  difficulties.  The  constant  irritation 
from  congestion  of  living  room  space,  the  difficulty  of 
nursing  the  ill  or  fractious  child  needs  patience  and  care 
which  the  average  person  may  not  possess.  Consequent 
domestic  friction  causes  worry  at  work  and  makes  a  most 
unhappy  result  of  housing  shortages. 
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This  shortage,  therefore,  in  combination  with  slum 
dwellings,  or,  more  properly,  substandard  houses,  continues 
indefinitely  conditions  which  all  health  workers  are  trying 
to  remove. 


Bungalows  or  Groundfioor  Accommodation 

This  accommodation  should  be  designed  basically  for 
older  people,  people  with  disabilities  and  finally  for  those 
who  do  not  require  larger  houses. 

Under  modern  conditions  for  economic  use  of  houses  it 
seems  reasonable  for  older  people  to  move  into  accommoda¬ 
tion  more  suited  to  their  needs.  A  family  house  may  be 
released  and  the  older  people  can  live  a  little  more  cheaply 
and  with  less  effort. 

These  bungalows  need  special  design  and  the  possible 
sources  of  danger  to  older  people  must  be  carefully 
considered. 

Our  ideas  on  the  help  that  older  people  require  may 
change  and  so  may  the  desires  and  the  health  of  the  older 
people. 

Careful  consideration  needs  to  be  given  to  the  whole 
problem.  Is  it  really  necessary  to  build  bungalows  which 
have  a  life  of  60  or  100  years,  or  would  a  properly  designed 
dwelling  having  a  shorter  life  be  more  suitable? 

With  our  experience  over  many  years  with  prefabricated 
dwellings  it  should  be  possible  by  now  to  produce  satis¬ 
factory  houses.  With  a  proper  replacement  programme 
these  houses  could  be  replaced  at  intervals,  probably  after 
25  or  30  years,  with  up  to  date  designs  suitable  for  the  type 
of  people  who  use  them. 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


The  Office  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  Alfreton 
serves  Ilkeston  Borough  Council  and  Alfreton,  Heanor  and 
Ripley  District  Councils.  In  addition,  the  Medical  Officer 
is  also  an  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  with  the  Derby¬ 
shire  County  Council. 

The  area  served  has  an  estimated  population  of  100,050. 

The  Borough  and  each  District  is  dealt  with  entirely 
separately,  a  fifth  separate  entity  being  the  County  Council. 
Good  liaison  exists  between  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
his  staff  and  members  of  the  staff  of  all  five  authorities. 

This  grouping  makes  a  most  interesting  and  sometimes 
complicated  job. 

All  meetings  are  held  in  the  evenings.  Attendance  is 
repaid  by  the  lively  and  interested  comments  made  by 
individual  members  on  matters  presented  in  monthly 
reports. 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  FOR  COMBINED  AREA  OF 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

Population  (Estimated)  .  100,050 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  .  32,708 

Population  per  Acre  .  6.17 

Live  Births  Registered  .  1,521 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  .  15.20 

Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales  .  16.4 

Still  Births  Registered  .  41 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Births  (Live  and  Still)  26.25 

Still  Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  .  21.6 

Deaths  registered  .  1,025 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  .  10.24 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales  .  11.7 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1  year  of  age) .  32 

Infant  Mortality  (per  1,000  Live  Births)  .  21.04 

Infant  Mortality  (England  and  Wales)  .  22.5 

Neonatal  Deaths  .  21 

Neonatal  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births  .  13.81 

Neonatal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  .  16.2 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
RIPLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT 

1  General  Statistics 

Area  in  Acres . 

Population  (Estimated)  . 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . 

Rateable  Value  . 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  . 

Population  per  Acre  . 

2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 
Births 

Live  Births  registered . 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total 

live  births  . 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  . 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  (Comparability 

Factor — 1.00)  . 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales . 

Still  Births  registered  . 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Births  (Live  and 

Still)  . 

Still  Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  ... 

Deaths 

Deaths  registered  . 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ... 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  (Comparability 

Factor — 1.14)  ...  . 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales  . ' 

Maternal  Deaths  (Pregnancy,  Childbirth, 

Abortion)  . 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  . 

Maternal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales 
Infant  Deaths  (under  1  year  of  age) 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births  ... 
Infant  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  ... 
Infant  Deaths  (legitimate)  under  1  year 

of  age  . 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

— legitimate  . 

Infant  Deaths  (illegitimate)  under  1  year 

of  age  . 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

— illegitimate  . 

Infant  Deaths  (under  4  weeks  of  age) 
Neonatal  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births 
Neonatal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  ... 
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5,411 

17,980 

6,653 

£177,552 

£638.10.7d. 

3.32 


264 

1.52 

14.68 

14. bo 
16.4 
8 

29.41 

21.6 


165 

9.18 

10.47 

11.7 


0.43 

8 

30.30 

22.5 

8 

30.77 


8 

30.30 

16.2 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  from: — 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  .  0.056 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory,  England  and 

Wales  .  0.089 

Tuberculosis,  other  Forms .  — 

Tuberculosis,  other  Forms,  England  and 

Wales  .  0.011 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus .  0.056 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus,  England 

and  Wales  .  0.439 

Cancer,  other  Forms  .  1.335 

Cancer,  other  Forms,  England  and  Wales  1.685 


TABLE  1 

BIRTHS 


Legitimate  Illegitimate 


Births 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Live 

..  126 

134 

260 

2 

2 

4 

Still 

4 

4 

8 

— 

- . 

— 

TABLE  2 

STILLBIRTHS— 1948-1958 

Year 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000  Births 
(Live  and  Still) 

1948 

7 

22.95 

1949 

11 

36.3.0 

1950 

8 

24.32 

1951 

7 

24.05 

1952 

9 

34.30 

1953 

7 

25.12 

1954 

6 

23.62 

1955 

8 

31.37 

1956 

8 

26.40 

1957 

4 

14.71 

1958 

8 

29.41 
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TABLE  3 


INFANT  DEATHS 


Legitimate  Illegitimate 


Infant 

Deaths 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F.  Total 

Under  1 

year  of  age 

4 

4 

8 

— 

— .  — 

Under  4 

weeks  of  age 

4 

4 

8 

— - 

—  — 

TABLE  4 


RATES  —  COMPARATIVE  TABLES  —  1948-1958 


Year 

Population 

(Estimated) 

Birth  Rate 
(per  1,000  of 
population) 

Death  Rate 
(per  1.000  of 
population) 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate 
(per  1,000 
Live  Births) 

1948 

17,980 

16.57 

10.29 

50 

1949 

18,030 

16.20 

10.21 

24 

1950 

18,370 

16.10 

9.80 

24.60 

1951 

18,192 

16.20 

12.50 

31.70 

1952 

17,990 

15.00 

11.50 

42.00 

1953 

17,970 

16.11 

9.08 

18.10 

1954 

18,050 

13.74 

12.02 

40.32 

1955 

18,090 

13.70 

10.17 

44.35 

1956 

18,030 

16.36 

10.54 

27.12 

1957 

18,040 

14.86 

11.03 

33.58 

1958 

17,980 

14.68 

9.18 

30.30 

23 


TABLE  5 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1. — Tuberculosis,  Respiratory . 

1 

— ■ 

1 

2. — Tuberculosis,  Other  . 

— 

— 

— 

3. — Syphilitic  Disease . 

— 

— • 

— 

4. — Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— • 

5. — Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

— 

6. — Meningococcal  Infection  . 

— 

— 

— 

7. — Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

8. — Measles  . 

— • 

— 

— 

9. — Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

10. — Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

3 

— • 

3 

11. — Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

1 

— 

1 

12.  — Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  . 

13.  — Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  . 

14.  — Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

— 

5 

5 

— 

2 

2 

Neoplasms  . 

6 

8 

14 

15. — Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . 

1 

2 

3 

16. — Diabetes  . 

— • 

2 

2 

17. — Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

6 

13 

19 

18. — Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . 

24 

10 

34 

19. — Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ... 

— 

1 

1 

20. — Other  Heart  Disease  . 

9 

15 

24 

21. — Other  Circulatory  Disease  . 

5 

3 

8 

22. — Influenza  . 

— 

1 

1 

23. — Pneumonia  . 

7 

3 

10 

24. — Bronchitis  . 

5 

2 

7 

25. — Other  Disease  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

1 

3 

26. — Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

— ■ 

— 

— 

27. — Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ... 

— ■ 

1 

1 

28. — Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

1 

2 

3 

29. — Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . 

— 

— • 

— 

30. — Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31. — Congenital  Malformations  . 

— 

1 

1 

32. — Other  defined  and  ill-defined  Diseases 

6 

8 

14 

33. — Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

1 

1 

2 

34. — All  Other  Accidents  . 

— 

n 

0 

3 

35. — Suicide  . 

2 

1 

3 

36. — Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ... 

— 

— • 

— 

All  Causes  . 

80 

85 

165 

24 


TABLE  6 


Age 
Periods 

Under  one  year 

1  —  . 

5  —  . 

10  —  . 

15  —  . 

25  —  . 

45  —  . 

65  and  upwards 

Total  ...  4  3  —  3  1  —  —  — 


TABLE  7 

TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS,  1948-1958 


Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory  Grand 


Year 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total 

1948 

7 

5 

12 

2 

• 

2 

4 

16 

1949 

8 

3 

11 

1 

— « 

1 

12 

1950 

6 

3 

9 

2 

1 

3 

12 

1951 

9 

7 

16 

1 

2 

3 

19 

1952 

5 

7 

12 

— 

1 

1 

13 

1953 

5 

3 

8 

— 

— • 

— 

8 

1954 

3 

4 

7 

2 

1 

3 

10 

1955 

4 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

7 

1956 

5 

1 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

1957 

...  ... 

5 

2 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

1958 

4 

3 

7 

— 

3 

3 

10 

TUBERCULOSIS,  1958 


New  Cases  Deaths 

Non-  Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory 


M.  F. 


M.  F. 


M.  F. 


M.  F. 


1 


3 

1 


1 

1 


1 


1 


1  — 


TABLE  8 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1958 
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RIPLEY  URBAIsS  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1958 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ripley  Urban  District  Council: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  submit  my  third  Annual  Report 
since  resuming  my  duties  in  this  urban  area.  The  Report 
covers  work  undertaken  by  the  Department  during  1958. 

Several  items  of  new  legislation  were  placed  on  the 
statute  book  during  the  year.  I  only  desire,  on  this  occasion, 
to  make  reference  to  two  items,  both  of  which  deal  with  the 
same  subject,  namely,  slaughterhouses. 

The  Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene  Construction) 
Regulations,  and 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of 
Cruelty)  Regulations,  1958. 

These  regulations  introduce  a  new  standard  for  all 
slaughterhouses,  and  lay  down  the  need  for  consideration 
to  be  given  to  the  requirements  of  the  area  on  this  important 
subject.  Whilst  local  slaughterhouses  provide  certain 
problems,  I  feel  that  this  matter  will  require  careful  con¬ 
sideration  to  enable  the  wishes  of  all  interested  parties  to 
be  satisfied. 

I  would  again  state  that  the  official  housing  programme 

can  only  be  viewed  as  a  starting  point  in  this  most  important 

environmental  health  subject.  Whilst  progress  during  the 

year  has  been  good,  many  more  properties  will,  of  necessity, 

require  attention  before  the  local  housing  problem  can  be 

viewed  with  any  degree  of  complacency. 

> 

The  emphasis  in  housing  should,  wherever  possible,  be 
upon  preservation  and  saving  property  from  demolition.  In 
this  battle,  the  use  of  the  Improvement  Grants  Scheme  could 
make  a  major  contribution  in  avoiding  the  decay  of  many 
houses. 

The  Public  Cleansing  Service  has  functioned  efficiently 
during  the  year.  Credit  for  this  can  be  given  to  all  members 
of  the  Staff.  Certain  amendments  arising  from  my 
reorganisation  of  various  aspects  of  the  service  have  also 
made  a  contribution. 


The  establishment  of  an  Atmospheric  Recording  Station 
in  the  Urban  Area  marks  the  commencement  of  a  new  era 
in  the  clean  air  activities  of  the  Council.  In  due  course, 
it  will  be  possible  to  speak  authentically  of  the  extent  of 
the  airborne  pollution  in  the  area,  and  I  hope  the  Council 
will  accept  the  challenge  contained  in  the  ultimate  statistics 
to  press  ahead  with  activities  to  further  clean  the  air  of  our 
town. 

Food  Hygiene  has  figured  prominently  in  the  activities 
of  my  Department.  I  would  pay  tribute  to  the  co-operation 
of  the  proprietors  of  local  food  premises,  and  their  staff  for 
the  way  in  which  they  have  responded  to  our  many  requests 
for  action  under  the  regulations. 

The  age  old  idea  of  a  public  health  inspector  being  the 
policeman  on  public  health  matters  no  longer  applies.  The 
present  day  approach  to  public  health  matters  is  to  advise 
and  to  publicise  the  need  for  various  health  improvements. 
During  the  past  year  I  have  organised  several  small  ex¬ 
hibitions  on  public  health  matters.  Publicity  of  our  activities 
is  a  sound  policy.  However,  such  activities  to  be  conducted 
satisfactorily  require  certain  expenditure.  I  would  recom¬ 
mend  for  consideration  the  need  for  an  allocation  of  monies 
for  this  purpose  each  year. 

A  tremendous  amount  of  work,  having  regard  to  the 
very  limited  staff  available,  was  carried  out  through  my 
Office  during  the  year.  I  would  make  reference  to  one  aspect 
only,  the  introduction  of  the  new  Costing  and  Stock 
Recording  System  which  I  devised  and  is  now  working 
extremely  well. 

I  desire  to  acknowledge  with  sincere  thanks  the  cordial 
support  I  have  received  during  the  past  year  from  the 
Members  of  the  Council,  and  kind  assistance  and  co-operation 
from  the  Officers  of  the  Council,  also  for  the  interest  shown 
in  my  work  in  the  environmental  health  service  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  In  addition,  I  wish  to  record  my 
appreciation  for  the  loyal  support  I  have  received  from  the 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  and  other  Members  of 
my  Staff. 


I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  AINSWORTH, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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HOUSING 


HOUSING  PROGRAMME 


(a)  New  Dwellings 

The  number  of  new  dwelling  houses  erected  during  the 


year  was  as  follows: — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  42 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  .  Nil 

(iii)  By  other  Bodies  .  13 


(b)  Unfit  Dwellings 

It  will  be  readily  appreciated  from  the  following 
statistics  that  increased  action  under  the  Housing 
Programme  has  resulted  in  some  progress  being  achieved 
during  the  year  in  dealing  with  one  of  the  major  social 
problems  of  this  age — the  unfit  and  obsolescent  dwelling. 

The  action  carried  out  took  a  number  of  different  forms. 
However,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  it  resulted  in  the  unfit 
premises  being  ultimately  taken  out  of  occupation. 

Every  effort  was  made  to  prevent  the  re-use  of  unfit 
dwellings  which  became  vacant,  for  various  reasons,  during 
’1958.  The  trade  in  this  particular  type  of  property  is  to  be 
deplored.  Fortunately,  publicity  has  assisted  your  Officer  in 
this  direction.  Very  few  persons  these  days  contemplate  the 
purchase  of  older  type  dwellings  without  first  consulting 
the  Public  Health  Officer.  Such  action,  to  my  knowledge, 
has  on  more  than  one  occasion  been  the  means  of  preventing 
much  misery  and  possible  loss  of  a  person’s  life  savings. 

This  action  also  achieves  another  object,  namely,  the 
saving  of  public  money  in  avoiding  the  need  to  expend  such 
monies  in  providing  alternative  Council  accommodation. 
During  the  year  12  vacant  dwellings  were  in  fact  dealt  with 
under  the  appropriate  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

The  Housing  Statistics,  which  only  occupy  a  few  lines 
of  this  Report,  do  in  fact  represent  a  major  action  of  the 
work  of  the  office.  Many  of  the  other  important  activities  of 
the  office  are  in  fact  on  occasions  of  necessity  “left  in  the 
air,”  to  carry  through  survey  and  the  preparation  of  detailed 
Schedules  of  Conditions,  together  with  the  very  necessary 
costing  calculations  for  a  monthly  deadline. 
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The  work  of  dealing  with  unfit  houses  will,  in  my 
opinion,  increase  over  the  years,  particularly  if  the  present 
housing  standards  are  made  more  realistic. 

One  aspect  of  the  housing  problem  gives  me  considerable 
anxiety,  namely,  the  danger  of  old  houses  being  demolished, 
leaving  vacant  sites  on  which  re-development  for  housing 
purposes  is  prohibited.  This  problem  will,  in  my  opinion, 
become  more  obvious  during  the  next  few  years  when 
necessary  housing  action  is  undertaken  in  certain  parts  of 
the  Urban  Area,  unless  the  Town  Planning  authorities  are 
prepared  to  show  a  more  sympathetic  and  realistic  outlook 
on  this  serious  matter. 


Progress  Report  on  Unfit  Dwellings 


No.  of 
Dwell- 

Persons 

Con¬ 

Families 

Found  Premises  Vacant 
Rehoused  Own  still  Dwell- 

Type  of  Action 

ings 

cerned 

by  Coun. 

Accom. Occupied  ings 

Undertakings  Accepted  to 
Repair  (Section  16(4)  )  ... 

13 

26 

1 

— 

8  4 

Undertakings  Cancelled 
(Repairs  Completed) 

4 

— 

— 

- . 

-  - - 

Closing  Order  (in  default 
to  carry  out  undertaking) 

1 

3 

1 

- - 

- .  — - 

Closing  Order  (with  con¬ 
dition  as  to  future  user  of 
prems.)  . 

3 

8 

3 

Closing  Order  . 

14 

48 

11 

1 

2 

Demolition  Order  in  lieu 
of  Closing  Order* 

12 

10 

2 

— 

-  - 

Demolition  Order . 

10 

15 

1 

1 

3  5 

Premises  Demolished  . . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

Time  and  Place  notices 
Decision  deferred  at 

31.12.58  . 

7 

17 

1 

4  2 

Time  and  Place  notices 
outstanding  at  31.12.58  ... 

4 

4 

_ 

_ 

3  1 

^Closing  Order  made  pre-1958  .  5 

Rehoused  or  Vacated  pre-1958  .  3 


Improvement  of  Existing  Houses 

The  general  public,  during  1958,  appear  to  have  lost 
interest  in  the  excellent  Scheme  of  Grants  to  improve 
dwellings.  This  attitude  of  mind  may  have  arisen  from  the 
mode  of  operation  of  the  Scheme  in  this  Urban  Area.  The 
making  of  the  maximum  50%  grant  is,  in  my  opinion,  a 
sound  investment  for  the  iuture  and  can  quite  easily  be  the 
means  of  an  authority  saving  themselves  the  cost  of  provid¬ 
ing  very  expensive  alternative  Council  accommodation  in  a 


few  years  time,  should  houses  be  allowed  to  decay  and  fade 
away. 

The  introduction  of  the  Standard  Grant  Scheme  during 
the  present  year  may  be  the  means  of  easing  the  position. 


Formal  Applications  received  during  1958  ...  6 

Formal  Applications  approved  during  1958  4 

Formal  Applications  refused  during  1958  ...  Nil 
Formal  Applications  withdrawn  during  1958  2 

Formal  Applications  incomplete  at  31.12.58  4 

Formal  Applications  completed  during  1958  9 

Detailed  information  supplied,  formal  appli¬ 
cation  not  submitted  up  to  31.12.58  .  15 

Final  Value  of  completed  improvements  ...  £3,453/5/4 


Financial  payments  during  1958  under  Scheme  £1,110 

Rent  Act,  1957  —  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

No  doubt  Members  of  the  Council  will  recall  my 
comments  included  in  the  1957  Report,  on  the  then  recently 
amended  Rent  Act  procedure. 

Unfortunately,  what  at  the  onset  appeared  to  be  an  ex¬ 
cellent  means  of  tenants  obtaining  better  living  conditions, 
the  new  procedure  very  soon  proved  to  be  so  complicated 
that  many  tenants  let  their  legal  rights  go  by  default  rather 
than  get  involved  in  what,  to  the  average  person,  appeared 
to  be  a  lengthy  legal  procedure,  whilst  some  tenants  who 
did  in  fact  take  advantage  of  the  procedure,  found  that 
owners  carried  out  the  absolute  minimum  of  repairs  to 
satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

I,  personally,  would  like  to  ascertain  the  ultimate  use  or 
effect  of  the  Form  G’s  (Tenant’s  Notice  of  Defects  of  Repair) 
which  were  purchased  in  this  Urban  Area  in  very  large 
numbers  by  tenants  during  1957  and  1958.  I  am,  however, 
aware  that  very  few  of  these  forms  did  in  fact  result  in  the 


issue  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

Applications  for  Certificates  (Form  I)  .  19 

Authorised  for  issue: 

(a)  In  respect  of  some  of  the  defects  .  14 

(b)  In  respect  of  all  the  defects  .  7 

Notice  of  Proposal  to  Issue  (Form  S)  .  21 

No  decision  to  issue  Certificate  at  31.12.58  ...  — 

Undertakings  given  by  Landlord  (Form  K)  ...  5 

Undertakings  Refused  (1st  Schedule)  .  — 

Certificates  Issued  (Form  L)  .  15 

Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates  ...  ...  3 


Objections  by  Tenants  to  Cancellation  (1st  Schedule)  — 
Decisions  to  Council  in  spite  of  objections  by  Tenant  — 
Certificates  Cancelled  .  3 
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Complaints 

The  average  Englishman  is  very  tolerant.  It  takes  very 
serious  conditions  or  incvonveniences  to  cause  a  person  to 
take,  what  to  many  persons  is  considered  the  last  straw, 
namely,  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  Public  Health  Inspector  to  lodge 
a  comolaint. 

J L 

It  is,  however,  gratifying  to  note  that  the  local  people 
are  gradually  calling  at  the  office  in  a  steadily  increasily 
number.  This  action  which  I  endeavour  to  foster,  often 
brings  to  my  notice  serious  and  dangerous  conditions,  which 
would  otherwise  receive  no  attention.  Unfortunately,  some 
owners  of  property  do  all  in  their  power  to  discourage  this 
procedure  and,  on  occasion,  some  owners  have  been  known 
to  make  most  uncomplimentary  remarks  to  persons  who 
have  made  a  request  to  me  for  assistance. 

The  receipt  of  a  complaint  by  a  Public  Health  Inspector 
greatly  assists  him  in  the  smooth  and  efficient  working  of  the 
environmental  health  service. 

Such  action  can  be  the  means  of  preventing  serious 
injury  and  ill  health.  The  general  public  are  in  fact,  in  the 
main,  the  eyes  and  ears  of  our  service;  without  their  co¬ 
operation  the  service  just  could  not  function  successfully. 
Immediate  attention  is  given  to  all  complaints. 


GENERAL  HOUSING 

DRAINAGE 

DEFECTS 

Obstructions  . 

...  81 

Chimney  Stack  . 

40 

Defective  Drains 

...  58 

House  Roofs . 

9 

Cesspools  . 

...  21 

Eavesgutters  and  Rain  Pipes 

2 

Walls  . 

5 

INFESTATIONS 

Dampness  . 

20 

Rats  . 

...57 

Ceiling  Plaster  . 

9 

Mice  . 

...  12 

Wall  Plaster . 

11 

Beetles  . 

...  16 

Floors  . 

4 

Ants  . 

...  12 

Window  Frames  . 

2 

Silverfish  . 

...  2 

Sash  Cords  . 

1 

Rabbits  . 

...  1 

Doors  . 

2 

Bed  Bugs  . 

...  1 

Fireplaces  . 

2 

Crickets . 

...  5 

Wash  Coppers  . 

1 

Flies  . 

...  1 

Food  Store  . 

1 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Insufficient  and  Defective  . . . 

4 

Dirty  Conditions 

Dustbins  . 

...  7 

...  91 

Water  in  Cellar  . 

Soft  Water  Cisterns  . 

11 

2 

Refuse  Accumulations 
Mining  Subsidence 
Overcrowding  . 

...  8 
...  2 
...  4 

WATER  CLOSETS 

Industrial  Smoke 

...  5 

Compartments  . 

3 

Domestic  Smoke . 

...  9 

Water  Supply  . 

1 

Unsound  Food  . 

...  1 

Pedestal . 

2 

Food  Premises  . 

...  3 

Defective  Sanitary 

Offensive  Smells 

...  8 

Accommodation 

3 

Standing  Water  . 

...  7 

Dirty  Conditions  . 

1 

Flooding  and  Pollution 

of 

Pail  and  Privy  Closets 

4 

Water  Courses 

...  9 

ANIMALS,  IMPROPER 

Disinfestation  . 

...  17 

KEEPING 

Shops  Act  . 

...  1 

Dogs,  Cats,  etc . 

2 

Suspected  Coal  Gas  Leak 

...  1 

Poultry  . 

1 

Noise  Complaints 

...  5 

Pigs  . 

— 

Miscellaneous  . 

...  4 
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Repairs  Completed 

The  results  of  many  of  the  activities  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspector,  more  often  than  not,  pass  unrecognised, 
and  in  fact  the  value  of  such  services  cannot  be  calculated 
by  any  normal  standards.  However,  the  completion  of 
repairs  to  a  dwelling  house  often  after  long  and  protracted 
negotiations  with  an  owner,  is  a  source  for  satisfaction  to 
all  concerned,  particularly  to  the  grateful  occupant  of  a 
repaired  dwelling. 


Chimney  Stack — 

Overhauls  . 17 

New  pots  provided  .  6 

House  Roof — 

Repaired  . 57 

Eavesgutters — 

Repaired  . 16 


Rainwater,  Fallpipes — 
Repaired,  renewed, 

cleansed  8 

Dampness — 


Rising  Dampness  .  8 

Penetrating  Dampness  ...  28 

Perished  Brickwork  .  15 

Perished  Brick  Pointing  ...  33 

Ceiling  Plaster . 39 

Wall  Plaster  . 60 

Floors  Repaired — 

Solid  . 15 

Wooden  .  9 

Stairs — 

Repaired  .  1 

Handrail  provided  .  11 

Windows — 

Frames  Repaired  . 35 

Frames  Renewed  .  3 

Sash  Cords  Repaired  ...  32 

Doors — 

Repaired  .  5 

Wash  Coppers — 

Repaired  .  3 

Cooking  Ranges — 

Repaired  .  6 

New  Range  Provided  ...  — 

Fireplaces — 

Repaired  .  3 


Food  Store — • 

Repaired  and/or  provided  3 
Sinks  and  Wash  Hand 
Basins — 

Replaced  .  5 

Defective  Waste  Pipes  ...  2 


Water  Supply — • 

Additional  or  renewed  ...  6 

Burst  Pipes  .  5 

Defective  Fittings  .  12 

Soft  Water  Cisterns  ...  3 

Water  in  Cellars,  etc  —  ...  15 
Water  Closets — • 

Additional  provided  ...  2 

Compartments  repaired  ...  5 

Water  Supply  .  2 

Pedestal  .  3 

Seat  .  2 

Cistern  .  4 

Joint  Defective .  2 

Defective  Pails .  7 

Drainage — 

Additional  lengths 

provided  6 
Obstructions  removed  ...  92 

Drains  repaired  .  13 

Defective  fittings  .  16 

Outbuildings — 

Repaired  .  1 

Yard  Paving — • 

Repaired  or  provided  ...  2 

Dustbins  . 82 

Smoke  Nuisances — 

Domestic  . 10 

Industrial  .  7 


Mining  Subsidence  Repairs — 
.  2 

Rodent  Proofing — 

Verminous  or  dirty 

conditions  2 

Keeping  of  Animals — 
Improved  conditions  3 

Standing  Water — 

Flooding  .  3 

Unauthorised  Caravan  Sites 
Vacated  .  1 


Statutory  Action 

The  service  of  a  Statutory  Notice  under  a  particular 
section  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  is  only  contemplated  as  a 
last  resort,  and  after  all  reasonable  means  of  persuasion 
have  failed  to  produce  the  desired  results.  However,  it  is 
often  sound  policy  to  anticipate  the  need  for  a  notice  by 
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obtaining  the  necessary  authority  for  service.  Fortunately, 
the  need  for  service  of  such  notice  on  many  occasions  does 
not  arise,  it  being  often  discovered  that  the  cause  of  delay 
in  carrying  out  repairs  is  due  to  circumstances  beyond  the 
control  of  the  owner.  For  example,  defects  arising  through 
mining  operations,  or  delay  in  carrying  out  repairs  by  a 
building  contractor  already  engaged  on  other  urgent  matters. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  1958  anticipated  or 

actual  Statutory  Action. 

No.  of  Notices  Authority 


Authorised  Action 

Public  Health  Act, 

Premises 

1936. 

Served 

Abated 

Cancelieu 

Section  39(1)  (a) 

17 

4 

17 

— 

Section  39(1)  (b) 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Section  75(1) 

14 

12 

14 

— 

Section  83 

2 

2 

2 

— , 

Section  93 

39 

22 

40 

<6 

Abatement  Orders 

It  was,  unfortunately,  found  necessary  during  the  year 
to  enter  two  cases  for  non-compliance  with  Statutory 
Notices  in  the  local  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction;  in 
both  cases,  an  Abatement  Order  being  made.  Whilst  a 
certain  amount  of  work  had  been  undertaken,  the  nuisance 
had  not  been  abated  by  the  expiration  of  the  Court  Orders. 
The  cases  were,  therefore,  again  considered  in  court.  On 
this  occasion,  one  case  was  dismissed,  the  other  case  had  a 
fine  of  £1  imposed  for  non-compliance.  The  Council  did  in 
fact  execute  the  necessary  work  unon  request  and  later 
recovered  the  cost  thereof. 


Inspection  of  the  District 

The  tables  enumerated  in  this  section  of  the  Report  are 
in  fact  a  summary  of  many  actions  carried  out  by  your 
Public  Health  Officers  during  1958.  The  details  fall  into  the 
following  groups: — • 

(a)  Inspections. 

(b)  Interviews. 

(c)  Correspondence. 

The  information  contained  in  these  tables  should  be 
considered  in  conjunction  with  comments  under  the  various 
separate  headings  of  this  Report. 


(a)  Inspection  ot  the  District 


HOUSING 

FACTORIES  ACT 

Public  Health  Act  . 

539 

Factories  . 

61 

Housing  Act  . 

63 

Workshops . 

1 

Unfit  Houses  (Housing 

Building  Sites  . 

3 

Prog.) 

410 

Outworkers  . 

5 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  . . . 

71 

Offices  . 

8 

Improvement  Grants 

108 

Mining  Subsidence  . 

3 

Overcrowding  . 

5 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

Visits  under  Rent  Act 

3 

Clean  Air  Inspections  .  ... 

69 

Housing  Applicants  . 

28 

Clean  Air  Observations  ... 

3 

Council  Dwellings  . 

138 

Drains  Inspected  . 

324 

Drains  Tested  . 

102 

FOOD  SUPPLY 

W.C.  Conversions  . 

11 

Bakehouses  . 

5 

Cesspools  . 

30 

Dairies  . 

47 

Dustbins  . 

211 

Milk  Distributors  . 

56 

Refuse  Disposal  . 

209 

Milk  Distributors  Vehicles 

30 

Refuse  Collection  . 

129 

Ice  Cream  Manufacture  . . . 

1 

Dirty  Premises . 

40 

Ice  Cream  Retail  . 

20 

Public  Conveniences 

1 

Ice  Cream  Vendors  . 

1 

Infectious  Disease  . 

121 

Preserved  Foods  Manufac¬ 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ... 

146 

ture  . 

4 

Temporary  Dwelling  Sites 

106 

Preserved  Foods  Retail  . . . 

8 

Water  Supply  ...  . 

33 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

9 

Butchers  Shops . 

26 

Slaughterhouses  . 

337 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Market  Stalls  . 

111 

Transport  . 

337 

Mobile  Sales  Units  . 

34 

Cinemas  and  Public 

Retail  Shops  . 

126 

Entertainments  . 

5 

Unsound  Food  (Visits) 

69 

Licensed  Premises  . 

29 

Canteens  . 

17 

Schools  . 

2 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

84 

Keeping  of  Animals 

2 

Rodent  Control  ...  . 

159 

SHOPS  ACT 

Disinfestation  . 

42 

Visits  . 

106 

Hairdressers  . 

11 

Employment  of  Young 

Petrol . . 

136 

Persons  . 

1 

Polio  Specimens 

11 

Sunday  Trading  . 

28 

Miscellaneous  . 

474 

(b)  Interviews 

Persons  making  Complaint  .  333 

Owners  .  316 

Contractors  265 
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(c)  Correspondence 


No.  of 


Public  Health  Act  . 

Letters 

256 

Circulars 

36 

Unfit  Houses  . 

102 

8 

Improvement  Grants  . 

34 

— 

W.C.  Conversions  . 

96 

— 

Food  Hygiene  . 

52 

12 

Housing  General  . 

57 

— 

Infectious  Diseases  . 

2 

— 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  . 

14 

— 

Rodent  Control  . 

12 

— 

Petroleum  . 

32 

— 

Shops  Act  . 

32 

— 

Factories  Act  . 

28 

30 

Clean  Air  and  Smoke  Emission 

130 

— 

Rent  Act  .  . 

18 

— 

Hairdressers  . 

6 

— 

Workmen  . 

98 

52 

Refuse  Disposal  . 

112 

38 

Transport  . 

92 

— 

Miscellaneous  . 

112 

12 

Internal  Memos  . 

379 

Refuse  Receptacles 

Considerable  difficulties  were  again  encountered  in 
obtaining  the  prompt  provision  of  a  new  and  satisfactory 
type  of  Refuse  Receptacle.  Opinions  differ  widely  as  to  what 
constitutes  a  suitable  receptacle.  For  example,  the  use  of  a 
normal  bucket  to  a  sound  engineering  job  of  boiler  plate, 
which  requires  at  least  two  men  to  lift  the  empty  receptacle. 
The  adoption  of  a  British  Standard  Specification  as  a  legal 
requirement  would  simplify  matters  considerably. 

Whilst  steps  have  successfully  been  taken  to  obtain  the 
provision  of  a  new  dustbin  by  the  service  of  Statutory 
Notices  under  Section  75 (i)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
it  is  common  knowledge  that  some  legal  doubts  exist  as  to 
the  correct  person  on  which  to  serve  such  a  notice.  The  Act 
states  “that  a  local  authority  may  by  notice  require  the 
owner  or  occupier  of  any  building  to  provide  such  number 
of  covered  dustbins  as  may  be  required”;  accepted  practice 
being  that  a  dustbin  is  one  of  the  amenities  provided  by  the 
owner.  However,  the  outcome  of  litigation  has  on  more  than 
one  occasion  ruled  against  a  local  authority’s  request  for  an 
owner  to  provide  a  dustbin.  In  the  event  of  an  owner  raising 
this  point  in  law  in  respect  of  a  premises  in  this  Urban 
Area,  a  most  serious  problem  will  confront  the  Authority. 
Various  alternatives  will  in  fact  be  available,  including 
court  action  to  prove  the  authority’s  interpretation  of  this 
particular  section  of  the  Act.  This  will  involve  a  serious  risk 
of  failure,  in  which  case  a  grave  health  risk  could  arise  by 
the  accumulation  of  refuse  at  the  rear  of  various  premises 
through  the  lack  of  suitable  storage  facilities.  The  other 
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alternative  being  the  establishment  of  a  Municipal  Dustbin 
Scheme.  Such  a  scheme  has  various  advantages,  including 
the  ultimate  provision  of  a  Standard  Dustbin  at  all  premises 
throughout  the  Urban  Area.  I  have  already  made  comment 
of  the  advantages  of  this  particular  type  of  receptacle. 

The  Municipal  Dustbin  Scheme  is  in  fact  an  extension 
of  the  environmental  health  service,  and  immediately  the 
same  is  established  removes  all  doubt  and  risks  from  the 
mind  of  the  general  public  as  to  the  provision  of  this 
particular  type  of  receptacle. 

Dustbins  provided  (following  informal  action)  92 

Dustbins  purchased  from  the  Council  .  75 

Supervision  of  Drainage  Work 

The  number  of  requests  for  assistance  and  advice  in 
dealing  with  drainage  problems  in  this  Urban  Area  continues 
to  increase.  The  standard  of  work  found  when  drains  are 
exposed  at  some  of  the  older  dwellings  and  on  occasion  at 
some  more  modern  premises,  is  a  revelation — the  amazing 
thing  being  that  such  drains  have  functioned  at  all;  usually 
a  collapse  of  the  drain  through  subsidence  or  an  obstruction 
being  the  cause  of  these  conditions  coming  to  light. 

A  tremendous  amount  of  new  drainage  work  will  be 
necessary  in  this  area.  I  am  sorry  to  state  that  this  work  will 
of  necessity,  be  carried  out  over  a  long  period  of  time.  Many 
of  these  insanitary  drainage  arrangements  to  various 
premises  in  this  Urban  Area  must  of  necessity  await  the 
commencement  of  a  complete  sewerage  system  for  the  whole 
of  the  Urban  Area. 

The  co-operation  of  local  builders  in  giving  prompt 
attention  on  request  to  urgent  drainage  work  is  much 
appreciated  by  all  persons  affected. 

Drains  examined  and  tested  .  102 

Drainage  Inspections  .  324 

Derbyshire  C.C.  1954 — Section  94-5  obstructed 

drains  cleared  (Fee,  7s.  6d.)  .  33 

Loan  of  Drain  Rods  (Fee  Is.)  .  15 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

Whilst  some  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  in 
converting  and  abolishing  a  number  of  pail  and  privy 
closets,  the  continued  presence  of  a  large  number  of  in¬ 
sanitary  pail  closets  in  a  district  is  the  source  of  considerable 
concern.  Such  conditions  do  not  reflect  the  true  public 
opinion  of  the  occupants  of  dwellings  still  compelled  to  use 
these  abominations  in  this  atomic  age. 
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I  can  quote  instances  of  families  whose  children  now- 
approaching  adult  life  and  who  have  never  used  “that 
place  at  the  bottom  of  the  garden.”  These  young  persons, 
I  understand,  are  sent  to  neighbouring  houses  in  an  effort 
to  teach  them  the  use  of  a  proper  standard  of  sanitation. 

Whilst  the  rules  of  polite  society  will  not  permit  me  to 
repeat  comments  I  have  received  from  housewives  on  the 
embarrassment  they  have  suffered  in  this  direction  upon 
receiving  guests  into  their  homes. 

It  is  obvious  to  me  that  the  voluntary  system  of  per¬ 
suading  people  to  convert  pail  closets  to  the  water  carriage 
system  with  a  meagre  financial  incentive  at  present  offered 
by  the  Council  (£15  per  conversion),  has  failed  to  achieve  a 
quick  and  satisfactory  result.  The  only  answer  to  this  major 
health  hazard  is  by  use  of  the  statutory  powrnr  incorporated 
in  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  This  course  will 
necessitate  the  making  of  a  much  more  realistic  contribution 
in  that  the  Authority  could  then  be  called  upon  to  bear  half 

the  cost  of  the  necessary  conversion  works. 

*  • 

In  this  matter  this  area  sadly  lags  behind  many  com¬ 
parable  Authorities  in  our  efforts  to  abolish  once  and  for 
all  this  grave  source  of  disease  in  our  midst. 


Table  of  Sanitary  Accommodation 

Pails 

Conversions  completed  under 

Privies 

Waste 

Water 

Closets 

Total 

scheme  prior  to  1958  ... 

Completed  under  scheme 

1564 

265 

11 

1840 

during  1958  . 

Completed  1958  (no  grant 

32 

2 

34 

paid)  . 

Removed  from  Register  1958 

11 

11 

(House  vacated)  . 

Approved  Conversions  out¬ 
standing 

15 

4 

19 

(a)  Prior  to  1958  ... 

34 

— 

— 

34 

(b)  1958  . 

15 

— 

— 

15 

Register  at  31.12.58  . 

294 

8 

— - 

- — 
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Temporary  Dwellings  —  Caravans 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  trend  which  commenced 
during  1957  has  continued  during  the  present  year  with  a 
further  reduction  in  the  number  of  licences  for  Temporary 
Dwellings.  I,  personally,  await  the  day  when  I  can  report 
the  cancellation  of  all  licences  for  Temporary  Dwellings  in 
the  Urban  Area,  except  for  certain  limited  cases,  i.e.,  holiday 
purposes,  etc. 

The  control  of  caravans  used  by  the  travelling  personnel 
still  requires  constant  vigilance;  many  of  this  type  of 
caravan  dweller  is  the  source  of  annoyance  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  area.  Fortunately,  the  number  of  incidents  of  this 
type  of  traveller  staying  in  the  area  has  decreased  sharply 
during  recent  years. 

The  use  of  caravans  by  various  sections  of  the  com¬ 
munity  has  created  a  nation-wide  problem.  Whilst  I  am  not 
normally  an  advocate  of  creating  rules  and  regulations  to 
further  complicate  our  already  complex  modern  mode  of 
living,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  present  legal  position 
governing  temporary  dwellings,  both  from  the  Public  Health 
and  Town  Planning  aspects,  requires  amendment  and 
drastic  revision.  To  quote  one  or  two  points  which  require 
clarification: — 

(1)  The  two  different  licence  free  periods  for  caravans 
under  Town  Planning  and  Public  Health  Legislation,  should 
be  abolished  or  at  least  unified,  and — 

(2)  The  need  for  Municipal  Controlled  Caravan  Sites 
at  strategic  points  throughout  the  Country,  requires  national 
recognition.  This  procedure  should  obviate  the  indescrimin- 
ate  use  of  the  side  of  main  roads  and  many  other  totally 
unsuitable  sites  or  locations. 

(3)  The  types  of  caravan  dwellers  can  be  divided  into 
at  least  three  different  sections,  each  requiring  special  con¬ 
sideration  in  any  future  legislation,  these  being: — 

(a)  The  Mobile  Worker,  i.e.,  Public  Entertainer. 

(b)  The  permanent  caravan  dweller — persons  who  use 
this  mode  of  living  on  health  grounds,  and 

(c)  The  holiday  caravan  dweller. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  licensing  position 
during  1958:— 

Licences  issued  1st  July,  1957  (for  period  of  12  months)  21 

Licences  issued  for  limited  period  .  .  2 

Licences  issued  1st  July,  1958  (for  period  of  12  months)  15 

Licences  withdrawn,  Site  cleared  .  3 

Licences  issued  1st  July,  1958  (for  limited  use  only,  i.e., 

holidays)  .  5 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


Source  of  Supply 

The  water  distribution  in  the  Urban  Area  is  obtained 
from  three  different  water  authorities  —  Derwent  Valley 
Water  Board,  Ilkeston  and  Heanor  Water  Board  and  Belper 
Urban  District  Council. 

Summary  of  Water  Supplies  to  Dwellings 

Number  of  Houses  in  District  connected 

to  Mains  .  6,643 

Number  of  Houses  in  District  supplied 

from  standpipes  on  Mains .  1 

Number  of  Houses  in  District  not 
supplied  from  standpipes  on 

Mains  .  9 

Number  of  connections  made  during  the 
year: — • 

(a)  Existing  Houses  .  3 

(b)  New  Houses  .  7 

(c)  Other  Premises  .  9 

Water  Consumption  during  period  1st  April,  1958  —  31st 
ftflarch,  1959 

Derwent  Valley  .  115,546,000  galls. 

Ilkeston  and  Heanor  .  108,072,000  galls. 

Belper  .  25,030,000  galls. 

Improvements  to  Water  and  Other  Services 

Water  Main  Improvements.  3in.  Main  replaced  by  6in., 

Derby  Road — Heath  Road  to 
St.  John’s. 

lin.  Main  replaced  by  4in  — 
Beech  Avenue. 

Sin.  Main  replaced  by  4in. — • 
Bridle  Lane,  Greenwich. 

3in.  Main  replaced  by  4in. — 
Oxford  Street. 

Sin.  Main  replaced  by  4m. — 
Moseley  Street. 

Number  of  Burst  Mains.  55. 

New  Connections  to  Mains.  19  actual  connections  to  the 

following: — 

Existing  Houses  .  3 

New  Houses  .  7 

Other  Premises  .  9 
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Estimated 

Population 

Involved 

17,959 

3 

18 


Sewerage  Works 

Improvements. 


Section  of  Derby  Koad  Sewer 
re-laid,  from  No.  200,  Derby 
Road  to  U.D.  Boundary. 

New  Sewer  laid— Chase  Road, 
Ambergate. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  Hillier,  B.Eng.,  M.I.Mun.E., 
M.R.S.H.,  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  for  supplying  the  infor¬ 
mation  contained  in  the  three  preceding  paragraphs  in  this 
Report. 


Examination  of  Water  Supplies 

Regular  and  routine  sampling  of  water  as  distributed 
by  the  various  supplies  available  in  the  Urban  Area  is  of 
vital  importance.  Unfortunately,  during  the  year,  pressure 
of  other  duties  prevented  an  adequate  number  of  samples 
being  obtained.  The  samples  obtained  were  as  representative 
as  possible  under  the  circumstances.  A  summary  of  the 
results  is  included,  and  indicates  that  in  all  cases  the  water 
supplies  were  satisfactory  for  drinking  purposes.  On  this 
occasion,  I  am  also  including  a  summary  of  the  detailed 
analysis  of  a  water  sample  from  a  particular  supply: — 


C  hemic  a  1  B  a  c  t  ex  i  o  1  ogle  a  1 
Sat.  Unsat.  Sat.  Unsat.  Total 


Derwent  Valley  Water  Board  ...  2  — 

Ilkeston  and  Heanor  Water  Board  —  — 

Belper  Urban  District  Council  ...  — 


6—8 
4—4 
1  —  1 


Chemical  Analysis: — 

Source  of  Supply  ...  Derwent  Valley  Water  Board 


Results  of  Analysis — 

pH.  value  .  8.85 

Parts  per  Million 

Total  Solids  ...  80 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  .  0.02 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .  0.05 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  .  Very  faint  trace. 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  .  0 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  .  10 

Oxygen  (absorbed  in  4  hrs.  at  80  F.)  ..  0.70 

Hardness:  Temporary  .  15 

Permanent  .  30 

Metal.  Iron .  0.24 

Available  Chlorine  .  0.03 

Result: — 


Affords  no  evidence  of  occurrence  of  active  pollution. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


The  Rodent  Control  section  of  the  Department  again 
carried  out  some  extremely  effective  work  in  the  destruction 
of  rodents  at  the  various  premises  in  the  Urban  Area.  Advice 
on  Rodent  Control  matters,  including  the  efficient  proofing 
of  premises,  is  always  available  to  the  public.  The  service 
appears  to  become  well  known;  prompt  requests  for  our 
service  have  on  many  occasions  prevented  major  infesta¬ 
tions,  thus  avoiding  damage  to  property  and  food  stuffs. 


Summary  of  Rodent  Activities,  Period  1st  April,  1958— 31st 
March,  1959. 


Number  of  properties 

1 

Local 

Type  of  Property 

2  3  4 

Dwelling 

Houses 

including  AH  other  Total  of 
Council  Business  Cols.  1. 

c 

Agricul¬ 

inspected  as  a  result  of: 

Authority 

Houses 

Premises  2 

and  3 

tural 

(a)  Notifification 

10 

46 

24 

80 

3 

(b)  Survey  under  Act 

— 

230 

116 

346 

6 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.,  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

36 

800 

400 

1236 

24 

Number  of  properties 

inspected  which  are  found 
to  be  infested  with :  — 

(a)  Rats:  Major  . 

Minor 

10 

70 

8 

88 

3 

(b)  Mice:  Major 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor 

— 

4 

18 

22 

— - 

Maintenance  Treatment  of  Sewers 

During  the  Rodent  Control  year,  two  maintenance 
treatments  of  the  manholes  situated  on  the  Council’s  Sewer¬ 
age  System  were  carried  out  during  the  months  of  June, 
1958,  and  March,  1959.  The  results  of  the  second  treatment 
indicate  a  slight  increase  in  the  rodent  population  of  the 
sewers.  The  following  table  is  compiled  to  enable  compari¬ 
sons  to  be  made  of  the  various  treatments  undertaken  on 
the  sewers  since  March,  1955. 
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Summary  of  Treatments 


Date 

Total  No. 
Manholes 

No.  not 
Baited 

No. 

Baited 

Pro -ha  it 

C. 

takes 

P. 

'J'o  tal 
Takes 

N.T. 

March,  1959 

..  509 

453 

56 

— 

— 

25 

31 

June,  1958 

..  509 

475 

34 

4 

7 

3 

31 

December,  1957  . 

..  509 

447 

62 

7 

3 

10 

52 

May,  1957  ....*.. 

..  509 

447 

62 

26 

13 

39 

23 

November,  1956 

509 

457 

52 

13 

13 

26 

26 

March,  1956 — • 

(Test  Bait)  509 

433 

46 

19 

19 

27 

March,  1956 

..  509 

401 

108 

27 

5 

32 

76 

November,  1955 

509 

424 

85 

21 

18 

39 

46 

March,  1955 

..  509 

424 

85 

21 

— 

21 

64 

DISINFESTATION 

Disinfestation  works  were  undertaken  during  the  year 
at  90  premises  in  connection  with  the  location  and  destruc¬ 
tion  of  several  types  of  insects.  Various  types  of  insecticides 
were  used  according  to  the  method  of  destruction  required 
and  the  location  of  the  infestation.  The  issue  of  free  packets 
of  a  proprietory  brand  of  powdered  insecticide  continued 
during  the  year.  The  number  of  persons  taking  advantage 
of  this  facility  increased  during  1958. 


r  real  merits  undertaken  during  1958 

Beetles  .  24 

Silvernsh  .  2 

Ants  .  16 

Bed-Bugs  .  1 

Flies  .  2 

Bees  .  1 

Earwigs  .  1 

Crickets  .  43 

Number  of  Packets  of  Powder  Issued  52 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  is  of  such  a  mild 
character  that  the  need  for  terminal  disinfection  work  is 
rendered  unnecessary.  No  doubt,  the  improved  standard  of 
hygiene  and  living  conditions  have  contributed  to  this  most 
satisfactory  position. 

Library  Books  Disinfected  .  18 

Notices  to  Librarians  .  6 

Bottles  of  Disinfectant  issued  . 307 


CLEAN  AIR 

A  major  development  occurred  during  the  year  with  the 
remaining  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  becoming 
enforceable  in  law  from  the  ±st  June,  1958.  These  provisions 
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were  dealt  with  in  detail  in  my  comprehensive  report  on  the 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  dated  the  22nd  August,  1957.  However, 
briefly  the  provisions  include: — 

Prohibition  of  dark  smoke  from  chimneys  (with  certain 
exceptions). 

Regulating  the  discharge  of  grit  and  dust  from  furnaces. 

New  provisions  for  dealing  with  smoke  nuisances. 

Prohibition  of  dark  smoke  from  railway  engines  and 
ships. 

Each  of  the  above  provisions  present  additional 
administrative  difficulties  for  your  Officers  which  cannot  be 
lightly  dismissed.  The  evolution  of  modern  industry, 
particularly  in  the  field  of  fuel  technology,  requires  constant 
research  to  keep  abreast  with  developments.  The  oppor¬ 
tunities  afforded  by  attending  the  Meetings  and  Annual 
Conference  of  the  National  Society  for  Clean  Air  assists  in 
this  direction.  I  do  not  think,  however,  that  the  information 
obtained  from  this  source  goes  far  enough.  The  services 
offered  by  certain  technical  groups  of  experts  at  an  annual 
fee  warrants,  in  my  opinion,  consideration.  It  is  the  wish  of 
every  person  in  this  Area  to  attract  new  industry.  Should 
such  industry  materialise,  it  will  no  doubt  bring  along  with 
it  fuel  problems  not  previously  encountered  in  this  Area.  1 
feel  it  is  often  a  good  thing  to  copy  the  motto  of  a  well 
known  and  respected  youth  organisation  and  “Be  Prepared/' 

A  further  development  during  the  year  being  the 
transfer  of  the  control  of  a  number  of  industrial  processes 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  17  of  the  Act,  from  the  Local 
Authority’s  jurisdiction  to  the  Alkali  Inspectorate  under  the 
Alkali  &c.  Works  Regulation  Act,  1956. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  a  cordial  relationship  exists 
between  the  District  Alkali  Inspector  and  your  Officer.  The 
research  work  instituted  by  myself  into  the  serious  problem 
of  the  efficient  use  of  fuel  in  limestone  burning  has  been 
continued  by  the  Alkali  Inspector.  I  am  most  grateful  to 
him  for  keeping  me  informed  as  to  the  progress  in  this 
matter. 

In  an  effort  to  prevent  major  pollution  arising  from  new- 
Council  dwellings,  the  Authority  have  resolved  to  install 
only  approved  appliances.  I  feel  that  this  decision  should 
be  carried  a  stage  further  by  deciding  to  install  only 
approved  appliances  as  replacements  for  any  worn  out  fire¬ 
places  in  existing  Council  property.  Quite  apart  from  the 
Clean  Air  aspect,  if  one  takes  into  account  the  increased 
fuel  efficiency  of  approved  appliances.  I  feel  there  is  a  case 
for  the  complete  banning  on  a  national  scale  of  all  non- 
approved  appliances.  I  understand  that  the  sale  of  the  old 
fashioned  and  inefficient  basket  grates  numbers  many 
thousands  each  year,  with  the  resultant  waste  of  valuable 
fuel. 
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There  is  a  great  need  for  publicity  on  the  important 
subject  of  Clean  Air.  I  would  again  make  the  suggestion  that 
a  newly  erected  dwelling  house,  either  Council  or  privately 
owned,  could  with  great  advantage  be  used  to  demonstrate 
methods  of  using  fuel  in  a  smokeless  manner. 

Atmospheric  Recording  Station  Number  1 

Members  of  the  Council  will  no  doubt  recall  in  the 
Report  on  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  to  which  I  have  already 
made  reference,  I  also  discussed  in  the  report  the  need  to 
assess  the  local  air  pollution  problem. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  a  start  has  been  made  in 
this  direction  during  1958,  by  the  establishment  of  the  first 
Atmospheric  Recording  Station  in  the  Urban  Area;  the  first 
station  being  located  in  an  industrial  part  of  the  town,  whilst 
a  second  station  which  is  in  the  process  of  being  established 
at  the  present  time,  will  be  situated  in  a  residential  area. 
Each  station  consists  of  two  instruments  (a)  a  deposit  gauge, 
which  might  be  classed  as  dealing  with  the  visible  pollution 
at  a  particular  location,  whilst  (b)  the  sulphur  dioxide 
instrument  deals  with  an  invisible  but  highly  dangerous 
product  of  combustion. 

I  would  stress  that  the  value  of  the  information  obtained 
from  these  stations  will  only  assume  any  real  value  when 
considered  over  a  fairly  long  period  of  not  less  than  5  years. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  further  instrument  is  required 
to  record  and  assess  the  daily  pollution  by  the  provision  of  a 
volumetric  instrument.  A  particular  value  of  this  machine 
is  that  the  results  can  be  assessed  by  your  own  Officer  each 
day,  thus  except  for  the  initial  cost,  no  analysis  charges  are 
necessary. 

Deposited  Matter  Sulphur 

Total  Total 

Water  Water  Mg.  of  S03 

Insble.  Solble.  Total  per  day 

Matter  Matter  Solids  collected  by  100 

No.  of  Rainfall  (Tons  per)  (Tons  per  (Tons  per  sq.  cm.  of 


Month. 

Days 

(in  ins.)  sq.  mile). 

sq.  mile)  sq. 

mile) 

Batch  Pb.  2. 

November 

30 

1.06 

7,28 

9.64 

16.92 

Damaged 

December 

31 

3.53 

5.66 

6.76  . 

12.42 

4.26 
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PETROLEUM  REGULATIONS  ACTS,  1928-1936 


The  Home  Office  Model  Code  of  Principles  of  Construc¬ 
tion  and  Licensing  Conditions  for  Petroleum  Installations 
includes  various  excellent  safety  provisions  which  it  is 
recommended  should  be  incorporated  in  the  requirements 
of  all  Petroleum  Licences. 

The  Code  of  Practice  became  operative  in  this  Urban 
Area  during  1957. 

Steps  are  being  taken  to  implement  these  requirements 
at  local  Petroleum  Installations.  An  initial  step  in  this 
direction  was  taken  prior  to  the  renewal  of  the  Petroleum 
Licences  at  the  end  of  1958,  by  requesting  the  provision  of 
an  Electrical  Certificate  certifying  that  Petroleum  Installa¬ 
tions  using  electrical  energy  satisfied  the  I.E.E.  Regulations 
for  the  electrical  equipment  of  Buildings.  This  step  is  a  wise 
safety  precaution. 

All  Licence  holders  have  been  informed  of  the  new  Code 
of  Practice,  and  detailed  surveys  are  being  carried  out  to 
enable  owners  of  Installations  to  be  acquainted  with  any 
amendments  required  to  their  equipment. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  in  two  cases  when  petroleum 
tanks  were  subjected  to  a  pressure  test  and  subsequently 
failed  the  same,  the  exposed  tanks  were  found  to  be  very 
defective.  In  one  case,  the  leakage  from  a  petroleum  tank 
which  was  suspected  of  gaining  access  to  a  drainage  system 
could  quite  easily  have  been  the  means  of  a  most  serious 
accident. 


No.  of  Licences  to  Store  Petroleum . 

Total  quantity  of  Petroleum  stored  . 

No.  of  Licences  issued  to  store  Petroleum 
Mixture  .  . 

Total  quantity  of  Petroleum  Mixture  stored 
under  Licence . 

Fees  collected  for  Petroleum  and  Petroleum 
Mixture  Licences  . 

No.  of  new  Licences  to  store  Petroleum . 

Capacity  of  New  Licences  to  store  Petroleum 

No.  of  Licences  to  store  Carbide  of  Calcium  ... 

Total  quantity  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  stored  . . . 

Fees  collected  for  Carbide  of  Calcium 
Licences  . 

Inspections  made  under  Regulations  . 


58 

61,000  galls. 
5 

250  galls. 
£41 

9 

15,000  galls. 
2 

30  cwts. 

20s. 

136 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


During  1958,  70  inspections  were  made  to  Factories  and 
Workshops,  etc.,  registered  under  the  Act  with  the  Local 
Authority. 

The  reduction  in  the  number  of  persons  registered  as 
Outworkers  under  the  Act  was  arrested  during  the  year. 

The  following  is  a  summarised  copy  of  the  Register  of 
Factories  in  operation  in  the  Urban  Area. 


(a)  Factories 


Engineers  .  8 

Foundry  and  Welding  ...  3 

Brick  and  Silicon  Works  ...  3 

Lime  Kilns  .  1 

Concrete  Kilns  .  1 

Motor  Vehicle  Repairs  ...  25 

Sawmills  .  4 

Joiners  . 14 

Firewood  Dealers  .  2 

Plumbing,  etc .  2 

Textiles .  4 

Hosiery .  4 

Dyers  and  Finishers .  1 


(b)  Workshops 

Electrical 
Furniture 
Plumbing 

(c)  Outworkers 

(13)  (14)  Wearing 


Plastic  Goods  .  1 

Printers .  2 

Upholstery  .  1 

Salvage  Baling  .  1 

Bakehouses .  7 

Pasteurising  Plant  .  1 

Ice  Cream  Manufacture  ...  1 

Food  Preparation  .  6 

Millinery  .  1 

Boot  Repairs  .  4 

Watch  Repairs  .  1 

Radio  Repairs  .  3 


1 

1 

2 


Apparel  ..  61 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

The  problem  of  the  small  General  Stores  failing  to  com¬ 
pletely  observe  the  closing  hours  provision  of  the  Act  was 
again  the  cause  of  adverse  comments  to  such  traders.  I  had 
the  necessity  to  forward  quite  a  number  of  warning  letters 
to  offenders. 

The  plea  of  all  these  traders  being  that  the  general 
public  force  them  to  offer  a  service  contrary,  they  state,  to 
their  own  personal  wishes.  One  point  which  always  surprises 
me  being  that  offenders  under  the  Shops  Act  would,  under 
no  circumstances,  ever  consider  deviating  from  the  law 
regarding  the  permitted  hours  of  sale  of  a  certain  type  of 
commodity,  when  the  administration  of  the  legal  position  is 
in  these  cases  undertaken  by  the  Police. 
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Register  of  Shops,  1958. 


Grocery  . 

29 

Chemist . 

4 

Off-Licence  and  Minerals  . . . 

3 

Watch  Repairs  and  Jeweller 

3 

Off-Licence  and  Grocery  . . . 
Off-Licence  and  General 

3 

Electric  and  Radio  . 

Firegrates  and  Builders 

8 

Stores 

1 

Supplies  . 

9 

General  Stores  . 

34 

Paints  and  Wallpaper 

4 

Greengrocers  . 

16 

Ironmonger  and  Hardware 

2 

Bread  and  Confectionery  . . . 

3 

Toys,  Fancy  Goods  and 

Confectionery  . 

5 

Radio . 

1 

Cafe  . 

6 

Toys  and  Fancy  Goods 

3 

Butcher  . 

11 

Saddler  and  Leather . 

1 

Sweets  . 

2 

Draper  and  Outfitter 

24 

Sweets,  Light  Refreshments 

4 

Shoes,  Sales  and  Repairs  ... 

13 

Wet  Fish  only  . 

2 

Furniture  . 

5 

Wet  Fish  and  Greengrocery 

1 

Dry  Cleaners  . 

5 

Wet  Fish  and  Chips  . 

1 

Drapers  . 

9 

Fried  Fish  and  Chips 

9 

Garage  and  Sundries 

17 

Corn  Merchant  . 

1 

Motor  and  Pedal  Cycles, 

Library  and  Books  . 

2 

Repairs  . 

4 

Printer  and  Stationery 

2 

Licensed  Houses  . 

38 

Newsagent  Fancy  Goods  ... 

6 

Market  Gardeners  and 

Tobacco  . 

1 

Retail  Sellers  . 

3 

Tobacco  and  Sweets  . 

6 

Licensed  Club  . 

5 

Hairdressers  (Gents) . 

6 

Photographer  . 

1 

News  Offices  and  Agents  . . . 

2 

Offices  . 

4 

Hairdressers  (Ladies) 

11 

Miscellaneous  . 

8 

MISCELLANEOUS  LEGISLATION 

Rag,  FSoek  and  other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

One  name  appears  on  the  register  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Act — a  local  furniture  dealer. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  Licence  was  issued  during  the  year  under  this 
legislation.  I  would  again  comment  that  this  Act  requires 
amendment  to  give  adequate  safeguards  to  several  circum¬ 
stances  under  which  animals  can  be  offered  as  prizes  outside 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Act. 

Derbyshire  County  Council  Act,  1954 
Section  146,  Registration  of  Hairdressers 

During  1958  a  number  of  visits  were  made  to  Hair¬ 
dressers  premises.  The  standard  of  hygiene  was  most 
satisfactory  at  these  premises.  The  improvement  in  the 
condition  and  appointment  of  Hairdressers  premises  in 
recent  years  I  feel,  is  an  object  lesson  of  the  effect  of  public 
opinion  demanding  higher  standards. 


Register  of  Hairdressers 

Registrations  approved  during  1958  .  2 

Registrations  cancelled  during  1958  ...  2 

Register  at  31st  December,  1958: — 

Ladies  . 11 

Ladies  and  Gents  .  2 

Gents  .  6 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

During  the  year  progress  was  maintained  in  bringing 
local  food  premises  up  to  standard  with  the  co-operation  of 
the  management  of  certain  food  handling  stores.  Additional 
modern  amenities  were  provided,  including  the  provision  of 
hot  air  hand  dryers  in  lieu  of  towels,  and  new  sanitary 
blocks. 

The  provision  of  all  modern  amenities  does  not  in  itself 
achieve  ideal  food  handling  conditions.  The  wholehearted 
assistance  of  the  personnel  is  also  required  to  practice  the 
principal  of  Food  Hygiene  at  all  times. 

Improved  conditions  were  achieved  as  regards  Food 
Hygiene  at  Local  Fairs.  The  decision  of  the  Council  acting 
upon  my  report  on  Food  Hygiene  at  the  Local  Fairs,  to 
prohibit  the  sale  of  shell  fish  and  only  to  accept  a  realistic 
means  of  heating  water,  has  I  feel  sure  contributed  to  this 
improvement. 

I  would  again  emphasise  that  the  general  public  very 
quickly  indicate  their  approval  of  good  food  handling  by 
patronising  the  well  organised  food  premises  with  a  high 
standard  of  Food  Hygiene.  I  have  been  surprised  and  pleased 
to  hear  adverse  comments  by  members  of  the  general  public 
on  a  doubtful  practice  of  a  food  handler.  A  lively  interest 
in  these  matters  by  the  local  people  considerably  assists 
your  Officer  in  the  execution  of  his  duties  in  this  direction. 

The  number  of  types  of  food  premises  in  the  Urban 
Area  will  be  found  in  the  Register  of  Shops  included  in 
my  comments  under  the  Shops  Act,  1950. 

The  following  summary,  however,  is  included  of 
premises  and  persons  who  are  registered  or  licensed  under 


Food  Legislation. 

Registered  Persons  and  Premises  under  Food  and 
Drugs  Legislation. 

Ice  Cream — Manufacture  and  Sale  .  5 

Ice  Cream — Sale  only  . 59 

Ice  Cream — Storage  . — 

Ice  Cream — For  sale,  New  Registrations,  1958  .  3 

Transfer  or  Amendment  Registrations,  1958  .  3 

Preserved  Foods — Manufacture  . 14 

Transfer  of  Registration  .  1 

Slaughterhouses  Licensed  July,  1958  .  4 

Slaughtermen  Licensed  for  1  year  . 21 


Details  of  the  inspections  made  to  these  premises  will 
be  found  on  Page  37. 


Unsound  Food 

The  following  is  an  abbreviated  list  of  the1  items  of  food 


to  be  unfit  for  human 
lbs. 

...  377 


which  have  been  inspected  and  found 
consumption  during  1958: — 

88  tins  of  Corned  Beef 

40  tins  of  Tongue  .  , 

77  tins  of  Ham  . 

2  tins  of  Jellied  Veal . 

4  tins  of  Pork  . 

2  tins  of  Chicken  . 

49  tins  of  Prepared  Meats 

102  tins  of  Fish  . 

5  jars  of  Fish  . 

1,295  tins  of  Vegetables 

896  tins  of  Fruit . 

24  tins  of  Fruit  Juice 

113  tins  of  Milk  . 

61  tins  of  Cream . 

1  tin  of  Drinking  Chocolate 

1  tin  of  Custard  Powder 

2  tins  of  Golden  Syrup 

3  tins  of  Raising  Powder 

1  tin  of  Table  Salt  . 

5  tins  of  Cooking  Salt 

9  tins  of  Cornflour  . 

1  tin  of  Buttermix  . 

4  tins  of  Spices  . 

5  tins  of  Ice  Wafers  . 

1  tin  and  4  boxes  Cake  Cones 
12  pkts.  Puff  Pastry 

10  pkts.  Margarine  . 

Ice  Cream  Powder 

Tea  Bags  . 

Sugar  . 

Cheese  . . 

3  doz.  Assorted  Fancy  Cakes 

Pasteurised  Milk  . 

60  pkts.  Prunes . 

50  boxes  Cauliflowers 
159  boxes  Jersey  Potatoes 

Belgian  Potatoes  . 

Haddock  Fillets . 

1  bag  Whelks  . 

Brisket  of  Home  Killed  Beef 

Beef  . 

Pickled  Beef  Brisket 

Lambs  Liver  . 

Sheeps  Liver  . 

Butchers  Cooking  Fat 
Total  Weight  condemned 

during  1958  .  6  tons,  15  cwts.  3  qrs 


95J 

8294 

12 

3 

64 

574 

1134 


1320J 

10434 

204 

804 

20J 

7 

3 

4 


3 

4 

14 

35 

63 

28 

124 

35 

12 

5 

70 

6  grs. 
56 

5 

1 2 

5  gals. 
45 


8904 

1568 

42 

26 

23 

35 

200 

40 

27 

4 


174 


lbs. 


For  comparisons,  I  have  included  the  approximate 
weights  of  unsound  food  condemned  and  disposed  of  by  the 


Department  during  the  past  5  years. 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs 

1957  . 

1 

6 

0 

23 

1956  . 

1 

11 

2 

25 

1955  . 

2 

12 

0 

24 

1954  . 

2 

19 

3 

3 

1953  . 

3 

9 

0 

22 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

The  County  Analyst,  Mr.  R.  W.  Sutton,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C., 
F.C.S.,  has  supplied  the  following  information  on  behalf  of 
the  Derbyshire  County  Council,  who  are  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Authority  for  this  Urban  Area: — 

“91  samples,  including  17  Milks,  were  taken  under  the 
above  Act  in  the  area  of  the  Ripley  Urban  District  Council 
during  the  year  1958. 

No  serious  irregularities  were  disclosed  and  no 
proceedings  were  taken. 

The  milk  samples,  with  one  exception,  were  classed  as 
satisfactory.  The  unsatisfactory  sample  was  the  subject  of 
complaint  by  a  purchaser.  It  was  accepted  by  the  County 
Sampling  Officer  and  submitted  as  an  informal  sample  for 
analysis.  The  results  of  analysis  indicated  the  presence  of 
about  38%  of  added  water  but  investigation  showed  that 
the  adulteration  had  taken  place  at  the  premises  of  the 
purchaser. 

One  can  of  Sterilised  Cream  carried  a  label  which  did 
not  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Labelling  of  Food 
Order.  This  was  the  subject  of  representations  to  the 
manufacturers  who  agreed  to  amend  the  label. 

The  remaining  samples  were  found  to  comply  with 
existing  regulations  and  were  classed  as  genuine. 

Additional  work  for  your  Authority  included  the 
examination  of  Canned  Grapefruit  which  contained  a  lot  of 
white  coloured  particles  suggesting  contamination.  The 
particles  were  identified  as  white  crystals  of  naringin — a 
glucoside  which  occurs  naturally  in  grapefruit,  and  which 
did  not  render  the  product  unfit  for  consumption. 

A  further  investigation  was  made  of  a  complaint  that 
tea  brewed  from  town  supply  water  was  “muddy”  and  had 
an  unusual  taste.  Samples  of  the  brewed  tea  and  a  sample 
of  the  water  used  were  submitted  for  examination.  The 
sample  of  water  contained  an  objectionable  amount  of  iron 
and  the  samples  of  brewed  tea  contained  similar  amounts. 
The  iron  content  was  doubtless  the  cause  of  the  dark  dis¬ 
colouration  and  complaint  of  unusual  taste.” 


Meat  Inspection  Service 

The  following  are  the  details  of  animals  slaughtered 
and  inspected  at  the  local  licensed  Slaughterhosues  during 
1958.  One  hundred  per  cent,  meat  inspection  was  enforced 
at  all  times;  the  amount  of  throughput  in  comparison  with 
some  areas  is  small.  However,  the  number  of  visits  required 
to  the  Slaughterhouses  are  relatively  high. 


Summary  of  Animals  Slaughtered,  Inspected  and 
Incidence  of  Disease  Found 


No.  found,  diseased. 

In-  Other  disease  T.B. 


Killed 

spected 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

Beasts 

(other  than 

cows)  128 

128 

7 

5.47 

19 

14.84 

Cows 

.  65 

65 

8 

12.31 

15 

23.08 

Calves 

.  9 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sheep 

and  Lambs 

.  455 

455 

7 

1.54 

— 

— 

Swine 

.  363 

363 

28 

7.71 

6 

1.66 

Summary  of  Disease  Found  and  Parts 
of  Animals  Affected 


Disease 

Part  Affected 

Animals  Affected 

Cattle  Calves  Pigs 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Tuberculosis 

Head  . 

6 

4 

— 

Lungs  . 

20 

— 

— 

Heart  . 

3 

— 

— 

Liver  . 

3 

— 

— 

Mesenteries 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

Lungs  . 

—  — 

21 

— 

Distomatosis 

Liver  . 

4 

— 

— 

Part  Liver  . 

2 

— 

— 

Abscesses 

Liver  . 

2 

— - 

— 

Lungs  . 

2 

— 

— 

Arcaris 

Degeneration 

Liver  . 

—  — 

4 

— - - 

Bruising  and 

Injury 

Portion  of 

Hindquarter 

1 

_ 

_ 

Side  . 

—  — 

— 

1 

Udder  . 

—  — 

— 

1 

Parasitic 

Infection 

Lungs  . 

—  — 

3 

4 
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MILK  SUPPLIES 


Register 

Licensed  Distributors  of  Milk  .  12 

Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms) .  2 

Dealers  Licenses  (T.T.  Milk)  .  11 

Dealers  Licences  (Pasteurised  Milk)  .  10 

Dealers  Licences  (Sterilized  Milk)  .  2 


Unfortunately,  my  comment  in  the  last  Annual  Report 
that  the  Urban  Area  would  soon  be  included  in  a  specified 
area — prohibiting  the  sale  of  non-designated  milk — has  not 
materialised  up  to  date.  Whilst  the  amount  of  raw  milk  sold 
in  this  District  is  small,  even  this  quantity  under  certain 
circumstances  can  be  the  cause  of  serious  trouble. 


Milk  Examination 

79  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  laboratory  for 
examination  during  1958,  the  following  being  details  of  the 
results:— 

Grade  of  Milk 

T.T.  T.T.  Past  Past.  Ster.  Raw 

Test  Sat.  Unsat.  Sat.  Unsat.  Sat.  Unsat.  Sat.  Unsat.  Sat.  Unsat. 


Phosphatase  ...  2  —  22  —  23  —  —  —  —  — 

Methylene  Blue  16  —  17  —  17  —  —  — -  7  3 

Turbidity  .  —  —  —  —  —  —  10  —  —  — - 

Biological  .  11  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  8  — 

Whey 

Agglutination  3  — •  — *  —  —  —  —  —  4  — 


Milk  (Special  Designation  Pasteurised  and 
Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations 

I  have  been  advised  by  the  County  Health  Inspector 
that  14  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  obtained  during 
1958  from  the  local  pasteurisation  plant.  All  samples 
satisfied  the  phosphatase  and  methylene  blue  tests. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Staff 

The  full  authorised  establishment  for  the  Cleansing 
Department  of  28  workmen  has  not  been  reached  at  any 
time  during  the  financial  year  1958/59.  I  was  able  to  achieve 
this  satisfactory  condition  by  continuing  my  re-organisation 
of  the  Department  and  with  the  willing  co-operation  of  the 
men  engaged  on  this  work.  A  gradual  change  in  the  type  of 
manpower  engaged  has  taken  place  during  the  past  two  to 
three  years.  The  collection  of  domestic  refuse  is  an 
important  and  well  worth  while  job,  and  I  am  pleased  to 
see  a  much  better  type  of  workman  accepting  employment 
in  the  Department. 

Sickness  Records 

The  comment  made  above  regarding  the  type  of  em¬ 
ployee  being  recruited  is  reflected  in  the  sickness  and 
absenteeism  records  for  the  Department.  Whilst  the  past 
winter  was  not  a  particularly  severe  one,  the  trend  of  recent 
years  in  reducing  the  number  of  hours  lost  by  sickness,  etc. 
continued.  The  total  hours  lost  of  5,212  reflects  a  vast 
improvement  on  the  year  1955/56,  when  7,835J  hours  were 
lost.  Nevertheless,  a  loss  of  approximately  9%  of  the  labour 
force  throughout  the  year  places  a  serious  strain  on  the 
Department  and  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  regular 
attending  workmen  in  maintaining  a  service  often  under 
most  difficult  circumstances. 

Sickness  and  Absenteeism  Records 


Total  possible  working  hours  of  all  staff:  58,432. 


Time  lost. 

c/(  of  Total 
Poss.  Hrs. 

Time  lost 
1957/58 

%  for 
1957/58 

Sickness  (Paid)  ...  . 

..  3296 

5.64 

3415 

5.83 

Sickness  (Unpaid)  . 

..  1571 

2.68 

1320 

2.25 

Other  Time  Lost 

..  345 

0.59 

710 

1.21 

5212 

8.91 

5445 

9.29 

Refuse  Collection 

A  weekly  collection  of  refuse  was  maintained  through¬ 
out  the  year.  A  certain  amount  of  disorganisation  occurred 
after  statutory  holidays,  accumulations  of  refuse  however 
were  very  quickly  cleared  up.  I  feel  that  the  system  of 
staggered  annual  holidays  will  in  the  near  future  require  to 
be  reviewed.  The  introduction  of  at  least  one  week  holiday 
period  for  all  personnel  may  under  certain  circumstances, 


56 


meet  the  future  needs  of  the  Department  and  still  achieve 
the  service  the  public  have  grown  to  expect.  A  system  of 
this  type  would  considerably  reduce  the  period  during 
which  efforts  are  being  made  to  maintain  a  service  with 
depleted  staffs. 

The  ever  increasing  number  of  premises  with  more  than 
one  unit  of  refuse  storage  is  slowly  assuming  a  serious 
problem,  and  may  in  due  course  require  an  increased  labour 
and  mechanical  equipment  force  to  handle  this  extra 
material. 


Transport 

The  establishment  of  a  Mechanical  Equipment  Renewal 
Fund  is  an  excellent  system  of  financing  the  purchase  of 
equipment  and  one  which  is  adopted  by  most  progressive 
and  farsighted  Local  Authorities.  Such  a  system  has  several 
advantages  and  once  properly  established,  can  become  an 
asset  to  an  Authority. 

During  the  current  financial  year,  the  Council  have 
agreed  to  purchase  a  new  type  of  Refuse  Vehicle.  This 
vehicle  should  achieve  a  more  efficient  collection  of  refuse 
together  with  a  more  hygienic  mode  of  collection.  I  would 
again  refer  to  the  personnel  of  the  Department.  If  the  trend 
of  the  better  type  of  workman  is  to  be  continued,  the  Public 
Cleansing  Service  will  be  compelled  to  provide  better 
working  conditions  comparable  with  industry.  The  new 
type  of  larger  capacity  refuse  vehicle  will  in  fact  provide 
improved  working  conditions.  The  constructional  work  of 
enlarging  the  Council  Mechanical  Workshop  was  carried 
out  during  the  year;  the  result  of  this  improvement  will 
permit  all  the  Council  Fleet  to  be  garaged  under  cover.  In 
addition,  vehicles  for  repairs  can  be  left  in  the  workshop, 
thus  obviating  the  need  as  appertained  previously  of  man¬ 
handling  immobilised  vehicles  to  enable  normal  mainten¬ 
ance  work  to  proceed. 

The  provision  of  the  hydro  washer  has  contributed  to 
the  vehicles  being  maintained  in  a  better  condition.  This 
piece  of  equipment  will,  over  a  short  period  of  time,  cover 
its  cost  by  reducing  the  cost  of  spares  on  one  particular 
vehicle. 

In  considering  future  equipment  programmes,  I  would 
suggest  that  it  be  advantageous  to  consider  the  acquisition 
of  a  dual  purpose  vehicle  capable  of  being  used  as  a  normal 
tipping  lorry,  also  capable  of  dealing  with  an  important 
health  matter,  the  cleansing  of  street  gullies. 
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Trade  Waste 

The  annual  charge  for  one  additional  refuse  receptacle 
at  a  particular  business  premises  is  £1  12s.  6d.  per  annum. 
Steps  are  being  taken  to  request  business  houses  to  make 
payment  for  excessive  quantities  of  refuse  collected  from 
their  premises.  By  this  means,  the  fees  from  Trade  Waste 
have  been  doubled  during  the  past  year.  Further  increases 
in  revenue  from  this  source  are  contemplated. 

I  would  again  comment  that  the  complexed  legal 
position  regarding  Trade  Refuse  prohibits  the  collection  of 
additional  fees  from  certain  types  of  premises.  This  problem 
and  the  relatively  high  monetary  value  derived  from  a 
portion  of  the  refuse  has  made  me  hesitate  in  preparing  a 
report  on  this  subject  with  a  view  to  recommending  a 
review  of  these  charges. 

The  system  introduced  during  the  1957/58  Financial 
Year  as  a  means  of  controlling  loads  of  material  being 
delivered  to  the  Refuse  Tip  has  worked  efficiently  during 
the  past  year.  The  income  from  this  source  has  increased 
during  the  year.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  fee  of  2s.  6d.  per 
load  of  rubbish  authorising  the  deposit  of  the  said  rubbish 
on  the  Refuse  Tip  is  totally  inadequate  and  does  not  cover 
the  cost  of  handling  such  material. 


Financial  Year,  1958/59—1957/58 

1958/59 
£  s.  d. 

Trade  Refuse  Income  .  52  0  0 

Fees  for  disposal  of  loads  of  rubbish  24  0  0 


1957/58 
£  s.  d. 
26  0  0 
7  0  0 


Refuse  Disposal 

The  present  disposal  point  for  refuse,  whilst  it  enables 
this  work  to  be  carried  out  well  removed  from  the  densely 
populated  areas  of  the  district,  creates  certain  problems  of 
control  out  of  normal  working  hours.  The  number  of 
incidents  of  unauthorised  trespass  steadily  increases,  result¬ 
ing  in  financial  loss  to  the  Council  and  on  occasions  wasted 
effort  by  the  disposal  personnel. 

The  present  financial  arrangement  for  the  use  of  this 
site  is  most  favourable  to  the  Council  and  reflects  the  public 
spirited  approach  to  the  needs  of  the  urban  area  by  the 
owners  of  the  site. 

The  gradual  infilling  of  sections  of  the  site  brings 
nearer  the  day  when  consideration  will  be  necessary  to 
commence  negotiations  for  a  further  section  of  the  disused 
clay  workings. 
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The  completion  of  controlled  tipping  of  areas  of  the 
present  site  leads  me  to  consider  the  economics  of  utilising 
this  levelled  area  for  agricultural  or  horticultural  purposes. 

Reclamation  of  Refuse— Salvage 

Whilst  the  quota  system  restricting  the  quantity  of 
waste  paper  sold  by  the  Council  to  the  Board  Mills  was 
relaxed  to  some  extent  during  the  year,  the  permitted 
tonnage  did  in  fact  seriously  impair  the  efficient  expansion 
of  the  collection  of  all  grades  of  waste  paper. 

Whilst  steps  had  to  be  taken  to  dispose  of  surplus 
quantities  of  certain  grades  of  waste  paper  to  other  outlets 
at  a  reduced  price,  I  feel  this  was  justified  in  avoiding  the 
need  to  enlarge  the  storage  capacity  of  the  Baling  Shed. 

The  present  mechanical  paper  baler  has  given  yeoman 
service  to  the  Council  since  purchased  on  my  recommenda¬ 
tion  during  October,  1942,  at  a  cost  of  £98.  The  baler  is 
gradually  getting  into  an  unsatisfactory  condition,  and 
consideration  will  have  to  be  given  in  the  not  too  distant 
future  to  the  purchase  of  a  replacement  unit,  there  being 
little  doubt  despite  the  temporary  setbacks,  that  the  collec¬ 
tion  and  disposal  of  waste  paper  will  be  an  economic 
proposition  for  some  years  ahead.  It  must  always  be  borne 
m  mind  that  if  this  service  ceases  the  Council  will  still  be 
handling  the  material  in  the  normal  refuse  collected. 

It  has  been  proved  that  the  cost  of  disposal  of  Waste 
Paper  in  normal  refuse  can  be  greater  than  by  baling  the 
same. 

The  total  tonnage  of  salvage  disposed  of  again  increased 
during  the  year  to  over  four  hundred  tons.  This  is  the  third 
increase  in  tonnage  in  recent  years.  Unfortunately,  the 
value  of  the  material,  due  to  a  reduction  in  price  already 
mentioned,  together  with  a  reduction  in  the  value  per  ton 
of  non-ferrous  metals,  resulted  in  the  financial  income  from 
salvage  being  £100  less  than  the  previous  year. 

Cesspool  Cleansing  Service 

Every  effort  was  made  during  the  year  to  maintain  a 
monthly  collection  from  each  of  the  Cesspools  serving  dwell¬ 
ings  in  the  Urban  Area.  The  re-organisation  of  this  section 
of  the  service  to  which  I  made  reference  last  year  contributed 
to  an  improved  service  being  given.  I  would,  however,  never 
attempt  to  state  that  each  of  the  Cesspools  can  be  dealt  with 
as  they  require  attention.  Such  an  eventuality  would  require 
at  least  two  further  Cesspool  Cleansing  Machines.  The 
solution,  I  feel,  to  this  problem  must  await  the  re-organi¬ 
sation  of  the  Council’s  Sewerage  System.  The  decision  of 


the  Council  when  it  was  resolved  to  restrict  the  number  of 
disposal  points  for  dealing  with  the  contents  of  the  Cesspool 
Machine,  seriously  interfered  with  the  service  and  resulted 
in  a  reduction  of  two  loads  per  day  being  collected  from  the 
Cesspools.  The  effect  of  this  amendment  has  resulted  in  a 
further  increase  in  the  cost  of  this  service. 


Nightsoil  Service 

The  re-organisation  of  this  service  of  cleansing  Pail 
Closets  during  the  night  has  enabled  a  further  reduction  in 
the  number  of  nights  this  service  operates.  The  work  is  now 
completed  in  two  nights  as  against  four  nights  prior  to  my 
return  to  Ripley.  This  amendment  has  resulted  in  a  reduc¬ 
tion  in  the  cost  of  this  service  by  some  £400  per  year  during 
the  past  two  years. 


Statistics 

The  statistics  contained  in  Tables  Nos.  1  to  6  on  the 
following  pages  supply  details  of  the  costing  of  the  various 
services,  and  information  on  the  general  efficiency  of  the 
same.  Whilst  I  have  already  made  some  reference  to  various 
aspects  of  the  Cleansing  Service,  I  feel  that  further  com¬ 
ments  on  one  or  two  aspects  of  the  statistics  will  not  be  out 
of  place. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. — The  cost  of  the  Refuse 
Collection  and  Disposal  Service  shows  an  increase  of  £834. 
Included  in  the  cost  of  this  service  is  a  sum  for  national 
wages  awards  of  £330,  whilst  increases  in  cost  of  materials 
involved  a  cost  of  £50. 

Privies. — It  is  anticipated  that  the  need  for  this 
particular  service  will  almost  disappear  during  the  current 
year. 

Salvage  Sales. — There  was  a  loss  in  operating  this 
service  during  the  Financial  Year  1954/55  of  £940  12s.  Od. 
This  has  been  converted  during  the  last  Financial  Year  to 
a  profit  of  £611,  making  a  total  change  in  loss  to  profits  of 
£1,551. 

Nett  Cost  of  Service. — Despite  the  various  increases 
mentioned  above,  together  with  the  proportional  cost  of  the 
workshop  extension  and  the  hydro-washer  (£525),  the  over¬ 
all  cost  of  the  service  has  only  increased  by  the  sum  of  £531. 
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STATISTICS 


TABLE  1 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  COSTS 


SANITARY  CLEANSING 

Wages 

1958/59 

£ 

£ 

1957/58 

£ 

£ 

Collection  and  Disposal 

8,036 

8.063 

Cesspools  . 

508 

389 

Nightsoil  . 

.  .  . 

570 

700 

Privies  . 

18 

15 

Superannuation,  Insurance, 
etc . 

2.060 

9,132 

2,016 

9,167 

Haulage  . 

.  .  . 

4.210 

3.164 

Rents  . 

25 

50 

Re-seeding  Old  Refuse 

Tip 

— 

86 

Protective  Clothing 

— 

115 

Dustbins  . 

133 

97 

Tools  and  Sundries 

101 

114 

Sanitary  Bin  Trucks  ... 

18 

23 

— 

6,547 

5,665 

15,679 

14,832 

SALVAGE 

W  ages  . 

1,335 

1,642 

Superannuation.  Insurance, 
etc . 

301 

360 

Haulage  . 

443 

435 

Sundries  . 

106 

106 

Proportion  of  Salaries 
Establishment 

and 

81 

2.226 

139 

2.682 

INCOME 

SANITARY  CLEANSING 

Sale  of  Dustbins  . 

142 

106 

Miscellaneous  . 

20 

43 

Trade  Refuse  . 

52 

33 

Refuse  Disposal  Fees  ... 

24 

7 

238 

— — 

189 

SALVAGE 

Sale  of  Salvage  . 

2,803 

2,822 

Miscellaneous  . 

.  .  . 

74 

156 

— 

2,877 

— 

2,978 
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TABLE  2 


GENERAL  EFFICIENCY  STATISTICS 


Number 

Loads 

Tonnage 

Dustbins  (weekly  collection)  ... 

..  6.928 

2,993 

6,026 

Privies  (collected  when  necessary)  . 

12 

17 

34 

Cesspools  (monthly  service)  ... 

167 

1,932 

4,831 

Pails  (weekly  collection)  . 

352 

128 

320 

Salvage  (all  forms)  . 

— 

404 

301 

Average  haul  to  Disposal  Point — 2-i-  miles 


THE  UNIT  COSTS  FOR  VARIOUS  SERVICES 

1956  i957  1958 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

For  each  dustbin  emptied  ... 

1 

13 

10 

1 

14 

11 

1 

12 

10 

For  each  Privy  emptied  . 

2 

17 

11 

1 

10 

8 

2 

15 

7 

For  each  Pail  emptied  . 

3 

14 

3 

2 

15 

1 

2 

14 

2 

For  each  Cesspool  emptied 

5 

15 

8 

7 

13 

5 

8 

15 

2 

Collection  of  1  ton  of  Refuse 

1 

14 

3 

1 

16 

1 

1 

17 

9 

Disposal  of  1  ton  of  Refuse 

0 

5 

3 

0 

4 

11 

0 

3 

4 

Cost  per  1,000  population: — 
Refuse  Collection  . 

..  511 

4 

7 

577 

18 

4 

632 

12 

4 

Refuse  Disposal  . 

.  102 

4 

11 

82 

1 

8 

55 

13 

5 

TABLE  3 

RECLAMATION  OF  REFUSE— DISPOSAL  OF  SALVAGED 


MATERIALS 


Waste  Paper  (all  grades) 

Ferrous  Metals  . 

Rubber  . 

Textiles  . 


1958 

T.  C.  Q.  P.  £  s.  d. 
281  6  1  27  2280  17  0 

101  18  2  0  396  4  5 

17  10  0  11  200  7  9 


400  15  0  10  £2877  9  2 


1957 

T.  C.  Q.  P.  £  s.  d. 
267  200  2198  16  2 

93  7  1  0  597  14  7 

19  2  0  6  16  6 

10  3  1  10  174  6  0 


371  12  0  10  £2977  13  3 
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TABLE  5 

OPERATIONAL  COSTS  OF  VEHICLES 

Type:  Bedford  Bedford  Trojan  Allen  Bedford-  Aveling-  Dennis  Trojan 

Lacre  Barford 
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Allocation  of  Lorries: —  158-BRA:  Road  Sweeper. 

ACH-247:  General  Duties.  372-CRA:  Road  Roller. 

VNU-886:  Water  Works  Truck.  308-CRB:  Highways  Lorry. 

829-HRA:  Foreman’s  Truck  (operated  from  3-11-58).  YRB-132:  Housing  Van. 

PNU-49:  Auto-Scythe. 
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